UnexcMptcd  tax  HaMUty 

The  S01(cX3)  tax  exempt  status  of  a 
church  does  not  totally  remove  Uabihty  from 
certain  federal  taxes,  such  as  federal  excise 
tax  and  tax  on  unreltted  business  itrcome. 
Since  1950.  businesses  have  been  liable  for 
taxes  on  unrelaied  business  income. 

Unrelated  business  income  is  defined  as 
gross  income  from  any  unrelated  trade  or 
business  that  is  regularly  carried  on  arul 
wtacfa  normally  is  Sot  substantially  rdaied" 
to  exempt  church  frmctions. 

To  be  related,  the  activity 
should  **contribute  imptmant-  , 

ly"  to  the  accomplisfainent  of  JT 

the  exempt  pur^ses,  other  //\ 

than  providing  fimds.  //  \  ' 

ImaBtaratioa  I 

Every  churm  is  required  to 
have  an  Immigratioo  a^  Natu- 
ralizatioo  Service  (INS)  1-9  form  com-  ■  i 
pleied  on  every  person  piad  a  salary  on  or  ^ 
after  Nov.  fi,  19B6.  The  foon  documents  ^ 
proof  of  dtiaenahy  or  alien  status,  and  ■ 
requires  an  examination  of  the  primary  J| 
documents  by  a  rqwesentative  of  the 
church.  These  is  no  exception  for  amouta 
of  empfoymem  or  age  of  enqiloyee,  knd 
the  INS  spot-checks  employeix. 

PwchMk^  pdkics 

A  danch  can  often  be  hddUble  for  debts 
incaned  by  a  tesponrete  member  who  may 
be  acting  in  a  aqradty  approved  by  the 
church.  For  exaaaple,  a  properly  elected 
member  of  a  tranporutioo  committee  could 
be  seen  as  representing  the  committee  in 
approving  repairs  or  parts  for  veliides  owned 
the  church. 

The  church  can  best  protea  itself  by  eahfo- 
lirfiing  wrinen  policies  limitiog  the  peraons 
who  can  punchase  on  behalf  ^  foe  church, 
and  providing  a  system  of  prior  approval, 
authorization,  and  documentation  tor  all 


r«i2 

•faMrt 


church  wishes  to  stale  as  its  rtdes  and  proce¬ 
dures.  The  by-laws  should  be  thorough, 
coo^tlete,  and  an  accurate  uqrression  of  the 
churl’s  desires. 

Diaahiities 

Another  concern  for  churches  is  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  Americans  with  Disabilities 
Act  (ADA).  The  ADA  exempts  churches 
firm  meeting  thepoblic  accommodations 
section  of  the  act  Tint  is,  a  church  is  exini^ 
from  having  to  make  their  puUic  facilities 
physically  accessible  to  the  dis- 
Med. 

Thus,  while  it  may  be  advan- 
"Tk  tageous  and  ethically  respom- 

/\\  ble  to  remove  physi^  barriers 

/  I  \  to  partidpatioo  in  church  activi- 

ties,  chinches  are  not  reipiired 
‘  by  the  ADA  to  accommodate 

i  tepubhc. 

:  However,  begirming  in  July  1992, 

4  churches  are  required  to  make  ‘‘reason- 

11  able  accommodations”  for  disabled 
■  employees  if  the  church  employs  more 
I  than  a  certain  number  of  people.  A 

1 2  church  most  comply  if  it  has  25  or 
.  more  workers  for  20  or  more  weeks  a 

year,  between  July  29,  1992  and  July 
29,  1994.  Beginning  on  July  29,  1994,  a 
church  most  coiwly  if  it  employs  15  or 
more  persons  for  20  or  more  weeks  a  year. 

The  ethical  issue  imqr  be  foe  aaost  crucial 
for  the  witness  of  foe  church.  Sieve  Jessen, 
executive  diiector  of  the  (Zhristian  League 
for  the  Handicapped,  stared,  “It  wiD  be  an 
embarrassing  indictment  when  10  years 
from  now  foe  onfy  building  a  disabled  per¬ 
son  cannot  get  into  in  this  country  is  a 

-  -a-  *• 
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A  church  should  r^nlatly  review  itt  by¬ 
laws  10  be  sore  that  foe  by-laws  are  not  con¬ 
trary  to  noi»i>rofil  ooipotisioo  laws,  and  foat 
the  by-laws  are  expressive  of  what  the 


Many  churches  are  frreing  new  chaBmgrs 
from  municipal  and  county  governments 
that  are  <*»ng«ng  zoning  regulations  and 
procedures.  The  expansioo  or  constructioo 
of  a  facility  may  confront  a  church  with 
ordinanoes  requhing  additional  parking  or 
ermanded  fire  and  siJety  provisions. 

Zoning  has  tuBioriciny  been  used  10  prorect 


“Church”  status  doesn’t  remove  government  obUgations 


By  Paul  G.  Jones  n 


Many  church  leaders  believe  that  the  U.S. 
Consttbition  grants  foe  church  and  other  reh- 
gious  bodies  freedom  from  conqfoance  with 
the  laws,  rules,  arxl  regulatioos  with  which 
privare  business  must  conqdy. 

There  are.  however,  sevoal  obUgatioos  a 
church  must  face  as  a  part  of  its  legal  exis- 
tence. 

Sales  &  Use  Taxes 

The  sales  tax  laws  of  Mississqjpi  do  not 
provide  an  exemption  for  a  church  or  other 
religioos  body.  Any  purchase  by  a  church  is 
subject  to  appUohle  sales  tax,  and  there  is  no 
exc^on  provided  for  the  religious  literature 
purchased  within  the  state. 

Churches  are  also  subject  to  "use  taxes,” 
which  are  a  type  of  sales  tax  apffoed  to  goods 
purchased  outside  the  state  fc»  ”use”  within 
the  state.  The  rate  is  the  same  as  sales  tax  on 
applicable  items. 

Churches  are  exempted  under  law  from 
payirig  use  tax  only  on  the  purchase  .of  reli¬ 
gious  literature,  vkJeot]^,  and  photograph¬ 
ic  slides.  It  is  a  criminal  act  to  purchase 
goo^  out  of  stare  and  avoid  payment  of  tax. 

year,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  in  Qmll 
Corporation  vs.  Norik  Dakota  held  that  a 
state  cannot  impose  reynsibility  for  ure  tax 
collections  on  an  out-M-atale  seDer  that  coi>- 
ducts  no  activity  in  the  stale  other  than  the 
solicitation  of  orders.  The  (Juill  decision 
seems  to  enhanoe  stale  law  tlret  nufoes  the  in- 
stare  pimhaser  responsible  for  the  p^furent 
of  any  UK  taxes. 

Swhri  Security  &  wilhhaMiag  taxes 

The  church  as  an  employer  is  responsible 
for  meeting  the  requirements  regarding  foe 
reporting  of  social  aecur^  and  salary  infor- 
matioiL  An  ordairred  minister  is  treated  as 
”self-employed”  for  income  tax  aixl  social 
security  purposes.  The  church  carawt  with¬ 
hold  these  taxes  as  a  means  of  reducing  tax 
liability  of  an  ordained  staff  member. 

UrxNdaiiKd  staff  members  ate  treated  as 
any  odrer  employee,  with  the  church  with- 
holdmg  the  applicable  social  security  portion 
and  designated  federal,  state,  and  local  Of 
any)  mcome  taxes. 


different  dasses  of  property  frtxn  encroach¬ 
ment  by  undesired  types  of  construction. 
Many  diurches  built  outside  the  boundaries 
of  a  municipality  may  rww  find  themselves 
annexed  into  a  municipality  arxl  fous  under 
the  zoning  laws  of  the  dty. 

If  a  chiuch  is  in  a  commercial  or  industrial 
area,  the  protection  from  encroachment  by 
undesired  enterprises  may  be  greatly 
reduced.  Sale  of  alcoholic  Averages  and 
other  morally  unacceptable  behavior  and 
pf^iducts  may  be  allov^  undesirably  dose 
to  a  church  in  certain  zoned  areas. 

Rnthermore,  churches  in  defined  historic 
districts  may  find  it  virtuaOy  impossible  to 
alter  or  improve  fireilities.  doe  to  very  restric¬ 
tive  laws  governing  property  in  ^  area. 
Since  the  1990  U.S.  Si^reme  Court  decision. 
Emphyment  Division  vs.  Smith,  decisions  by 
locd  governments  to  restrict  the  activities  of 
churches  in  certain  areas  have  been  upheld 
by  courts  in  most  jurisdictions. 

Owuerahip 

HnaDy,  a  church  should  confirm  that  own¬ 
ership  property  is  correctly  lisied  in  the 
legal  documeris  ^  the  stale  and  its  subdivi- 
skns.  A  hoenred  realtor  or  real  estaie  attor¬ 
ney  can  examine  deeds  of  owrrership  and 
titles  to  anure  that  foe  property  is  cotrecdy 
recorded. 

Several  churches  have  discovered  that 
some  or  aO  of  its  property  was  recorded  in 
foe  nmnes  of  irxkvidoifo  or  gmqx  other  than 
the  church.  Recently,  a  church  discovered 
that  one  of  Hs  buildi^  was  buih  on 
land  not  owned  by  the  dauch. 

Cfourehes  desiring  additional  legal  infonna- 
tion  foould  contact  a  local  attorney,  certiM 
public  accountant,  or  realtor  for  specific 
adbrmation. 

Materials  on  these  issues  can  be  obtained 
from  the  Christian  Action  Commission 
(CAC)  of  foe  Missisaippi  Baptist  C^xiventioo 
by  writing  to  CAC,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
Miss..  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  968- 
3800. 

Jsttcs  fe  exacntlve  dhnodsr,  Chrlilian 
Actian  Camnrimlim  MBC 
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Editor’s  Notebook__c. 

The  megachurch  and  the  SBC 


“MiUions  are  served,  but  are  they  or  a  “meet  your  every  need”  attendatKe,  many  would  opt  for  20 
being  fed?”  Christianity  Today  approach?  Entertainment  or  info-  churches  with  500  each.  Mobility 
rcalls  it  “McChurch,  offering  to  the  tainment?  Keying  electronics  with  and  the  bigness  obsession  dash  this 
hungry  church  goers  a  menu  of  a  fa.st-paced  religion,  or  is  it  the  desire  against  the  wall  as  they  keep 
‘Feelgood  Fillet,  Happy  Homily,  heart-hunger  of  ^  boomers/con-  looking  for  a  closer  parking  lot.  Is 
Bible  Lite,  and  Where's  the  Beef  .sumers  for  something  real?  Is  it  a  the  only  choice  to  provide  it  or 
with  a  ‘Have  it  Thy  Way’  slogan.”  combination  of  characteristics  of  some  megacburch  will? 

This  generalization  is  about  as  today’s  society,  or  is  it  God?  It  ^pears  unlikely  that  Southern 

accurate  as  most  generalizations.  The  “community”  must  enter  into  Bapti:^  will  “go  megachurch.”  We 
Are  we  becoming  a  retail  outlet  for  the  ministry  of  any  church,  irKlud-  have  roughly  38,000  churches, 
faith,  with  a  discount  philosophy  ing  the  megachurch.  Community  is  Twenty  percent  of  churches  have 
and  a  consumer  mentality?  the  “one  b^y”  idea  and  is  su{^rt-  less  than  99  members;  23%  have 

Best-selling  books  zero  in  on  self-  ive  in  its  function.  It’s  working  less  than  199  members;  27%  have 
esteem,  self-fulfillment,  aixl  self-  together  as  a  whole;  meeting  the  less  than  399;  21%  have  less  than 
analysis,  while  books  on  self-sacri-  nei^  of  one  another.  It  may  have  749;  9%  have  less  than  1,499  mem- 
fioe  gather  dust  in  the  bargtw  base-  geographical  boundaries,  more  bers;  3%  have  less  than  2,999;  and 
merM.  Doctrines  and  missions  are  often  it  does  not.  A  church  may  only  0.8%  of  churches  with  more 
on  hold  as  we  grapple  with  happy  minister  to  a  blue  collar  community  than  3,000  members.  However,  the 
hour  and  fellowship.  Chuck  Colson  that  spreads  for  miles  in  all  direc-  0.8%  churches  have  over  10%  of 
maintains  that  the  church  is  having  dons,  or  a  professional  community,  the  members.  We  have  about  98% 
an  identity  crisis  as  wc  equate  sue-  or  a  boomer/consumer  area.  of  our  churches  which  hardly  quali- 

cess  with  .size.  This  explains  why  Churches  grow.  You  can’t  say  to  fy  as  a  megachurch.  Ken  Hemp- 
“church  growth”  is  the  mashroom-  them,  “Please  stop  growing.”  Sheep  hill,  in  the  Bonsai  Theory  of 
ing  department  of  agencies  and  have  a  tendency  to  go  where  they  Church  Growth,  says  that  “church 
schools.  They  talk  more  about  are  fed.  The  megachurch  may  draw  growth  is  natural  and  artificial  mea- 
parking  lots  and  nurseries  than  the  youths  out  of  a  small  church,  sures  must  be  taken  to  keep  a 
.sanctification  and  heaven.  the  professionals  from  another.  church  finm  growing.” 

The  “feel  good,  be  happy,  cus-  One  writer  suggested  the  Yet  even  a  small  ^urch  can  have 
lomer  is  king”  outlook  of  some  megachurch  is  responsible  for  a  megachurch  mentality  that  fore- 
churches  has  produced  rapid  mu^  of  the  SBC  controversy.  This  shadows  the  possibility  of  unethical 
growth.  This  fascinaies  us  on  paper,  generation  is  obsessed  with  bigger  methods  in  trying  to  imitate  the 
but  .some  of  the  megachuiches  are  being  better.  Tom  Raabe,  in  The  '  super  church.  In  Life  Cycle  of  a 
reaching  people  the  “church  as  UHiiiuite  Cfanrch,  sings  to  the  tune  New  Congregation,  Floyd  Tids- 
usual"  could  never  reach.  of  “Hark,  the  Herald  A^Ist”  ^  'i^rth  says,  “Any  size  church  is  a 

Willow  Creek  Church  near  Numbers,  numbers  is  our  cry  good  size  if  it  reaches  people  for 
Chicago  offers  a  balance  of  music.  Charts  and  graphs  and  formulae  Christ  and  carries  out  the  Great 
drama,  and  fiuifare  plus  a  solid  spir-  State  and  surveys,  lots  to  do  Commissioa*^ 
itual  message.  Paul  Younghi  Cho’s  Facte  and  figures,  growth  rate  Religion  and  church  participation 

Gospel  Church  in  Seoul,  Korea,  too  ate  papular  txm.  Churches  are  tA- 

with  upwards  of  500,000  members,  .  Bigger  signs  and  parking  lots,  ing  advantage  ^  this  pr^larity' 

has  a  record  of  gospel  outreach.  ,  We  want  people  ^ist  like  us  and  some  are  irqMtirtg  r^  Christian 

HutKlreds  of  American  churches  Strictly  hmogeneous  element  into  their  cothmunities. 

now  plan  for  3,000  to  15,000  war-  Hark!  What  do  the  taanbets  The  plM  is  for  churches  to  offer  a 

shitners  every  Sunday.  say?  solid  biblical  growth  without  sacti- 

what  accoutMs  for  such  diurdies?  Big  is  better,  all  the  way.”  fidttg  truth  for  popularity, 

b  it  a  strong,  dominata  penonaltty,  Inst^  of  a  church  with  10,000  in 


HOW  TO 

200,000  - 


Our  “beloved” 
parliamentarian 


Is  a  note  of  commendation  in  judges,  convenors,  conference 
order  for  the  able  parliamentarian  leaders,  3.7  state  convention  pre- 
C.  Barry  McCarty  for  his  faithful-  siders,  and  dare  we  mention  some 
ness  in  attending  the  SBC  for  the  women,  who  preside  with  grace 
years  of  the  controversy?  He  and  charm.  However,  not  a  one 
stands  before  us  as  a  symbol  of  our  can  measure  up  to  Bro.  Barry, 
inability  to  rule  over  ourselves.  Year  after  year  be  shadows  t^ 
We  have  not  ordained  the  bramble  background  as  a  divisive  token  of 
to  rule  over  us  but  the  thought  is  the  distrust  among  us.  Standing 
bound  to  be  there.  Though  we  just  behind  the  p^ium  he  is  in 
have  mruiy  graduates  of  Roberts  most  every  picture  and  is  on  tele- 
Rule  of  Order  in  the  SBC,  none  vision  more  than  Perry  MasotL 
has  the  great  Church  of  Christ  In  additioii,  he  has  listened  to  the 
background  as  Mr.  McCarty.  sanye  type  speeches,  endured  the 

AIm,  we  would  not  feel  comfort-  same  controversy,  and  endorsed 
able  in  fellow  Baptists  to  the  same  decisions  for  lo,  these 

accept  the  $1,000  per  day  salary  many  years.  Come  to  think  of  it, 
being  paid  Bro.  McCarty.  Baptist  ate  we  reaBy  paying  him  enough? 
messengers  include  lawyers,  — C9I 


Guest  Opinion... 

Finding  a  way  to  reinvent  the  SBC 
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“Spectaculars,”  Chuck  the  second^ront  page 

SwindoU  among  SBC  MmttXBt  iRWOrU 

highlights  in  Houston  *  ' 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


By  Art  Toalston 


HOUSTON  (BP)  —  PuU-scale 
presentations  of  music,  drama,  and 
testimony  are  taking  shape  for  the 
Tuesday  and  Wedn^day  evenings 
of  the  June  lS-17  Southern  B:q>tist 
Conventioo. 

And  popular  author  Charles  R. 
“Chuck^’  SwindoU  has  been  con¬ 
firmed  to  address  the  SBC’s  clos¬ 
ing  session  Thursday. 

Both  evening  programs  wiU  fea¬ 
ture  the  combined  choirs  and 
orchestras  of  two  of  Houston’s 
leading  churches,  l^cond  Church, 
where  SBC  President  H.  Edwin 
Youhg  is  pastor,  and  First  Church. 

The  Tuesdaiy  evening  highlight 
will  focus  on  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board  and  the  variety  and 
scope  of  its  ministries,  with  the 
theme,  “For  Such  a  Time  as  This: 
The  Bible  Speaks.’’ 

The  Wednesday  evening  spec¬ 
tacular  will  focus  on  the  national 
and  international  work  of  the 
SBC’s  Home  and  Foreign  Mission 
boards,  with  the  theme,  “For  Such 
a  Time  as  This:  The  Walls  Crum¬ 
ble.’’ 

In  addition  to  the  combined 
church  choirs,  both  evenings  wiU 
feature  drama  —  including  actor 
Dean  Jones  on  Tuesday  night  — 
as  well  as  music  — ‘  including 
country  music  performer  Ricky 
Skaggs  also  on  Tuesday  —  and 
video/multi-ittcdia  segments. 

Gary  Moore,  one  of  the  Houston 
coordinators,  said  the  programs 
wiU  entail  at  least  $750,000  worth 
of  investment  each  night  in  volun¬ 
tary  contributions  of  time  by  musi¬ 
cians,  drama  groups,  artists,  engi¬ 
neers,  and  choirs  and  in  props 


from  Houston-area  churches. 

BSSB  President  Jimmy  Draper 
said  the  board’s  expense  will  be 
“less  then  $100,000  but  worth 
much  more  in  the  exposure  to 
Southern  Baptists  of  the  materials 
produced  by  the  BSSB.  It  will  be 
well  wcwth  the  e;q)ense.’’ 

The  HMB  is  prepared  to  spend 
$15,000  to  $30,(>00  for  its  share  of 
the  Wednesday  evening  costs, 
Martin  King,  HMB  public  rela¬ 
tions  director,  said,  but  no  exact 
amount  will  be  determined  until 
organizers  have  finished  exploring 
possible  cost-saving  measures. 
The  board  previously  has  spent 
$10,0(X)  to  $12,000  on  its  conven¬ 
tion  reports  in  arranging  for  home 
missionaries  to  be  on  hand  aixl  in 
producing  various  video  segments. 
King  added. 

Don  Sewell  of  the  FMB  public 
affairs  office,  said  the  FMB  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  spend  up  to  $25,000  for 
Its  Wednesday  evening  share.  He 
said  the  board  has  spent  $7,000  to 
$8,0(X)  on  its  reports  the  last  few 
years  and  as  mudi  as  $14,000  one 
previous  year. 

The  Sunday  School  Board  q)ec- 
tacular,  Moore  said,  will  be  in 
parable  form  linking  Moses, 

Elayed  by  Dean  Jones,  ai^  how  he 
rought  God’s  message  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Israel,  with  bow  the  B^B 
is  bringing  God’s  Word  to  pet^le 
today. 

Also  featured  in  the  program, 
will  be  Christian  musicians  Cyn¬ 
thia  Clawson  and  Wayne  Watson, 
and  dramatist  Ragan  Courtney. 

Toalston  writes  for  Baptist 
Press. 
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FMB  cuts  37  jobs,  8  percent 
of  stuff,  in  budget  shortfall 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Thir¬ 
ty-seven  jobs,  representing  8%  of 
its  450  home  office  positions,  are 
being  cut  by  the  Foreign  Mission 
BoaM. 

Most  of  the  cutback  will  be  in 
effect  by  June  1.  A  few  people 
close  to  retirement  are  being 
allowed  to  work  several  more 
months  until  their  planned  retire¬ 
ment  date. 

The  board’s  interim  president, 
Don  Kammerdiener,  said  a  reduc¬ 
tion  in  home  office  expenses  was 
necessary  because  of  “^ortfalls  in 
Cooperative  Program  and  Lottie 
Moon  giving  as  well  as  some 
decline  in  investment  income 
caused  by  the  decline  in  interest 
rates.’’ 

In  a  message  sent  overnight  to 
mission  board  trustees,  be  said  the 
cuts  include  support  level,  profes¬ 
sional,  and  management  positions. 
With  the  reductions,  the  board 
will  be  able  to  reduce  its  staff 
salary  aiKl  benefits  expenditures 
by  “more  than  $1  million  armual- 
ly,”  he  wrote  trustees. 

Kammerdiener  noted  10  of  die 
iitions  being  cut  were  vacant, 
remaining  27  people,  includ¬ 
ing  14  support  staff  and  13  profes¬ 
sional  or  management  staff  mem- 


Pre-SBC  Crossover  events  will 
address  Houston’s  “vast  lostness” 


HOUSTON  (BP)  —  Indi- 
ahapolis  and  Houston  are 
“incredibly  different’’  cities, 
says  Alvin  Reid,  but  the  need  to 


share  the  gospel  is  the  same. 

As  director  of  evangelism  for 
the  State  Convention  of  Baptists 
in  Indiana,  Reid  was  a  leader  in 


Houston  SBC  meeting 
forecast:  23,500-25,000 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Southern 
Baptists  wiU  return  to  Houston  for 
an  annual  convention  meeting  for 
the  first  time  since  1979  wiA  as 
many  as  25,000  messengers 
expected  June  15-17  at  the  George 
R.  Brown  Convention  Center. 

Lee  Porter,  SBC  registration 
secretary,  told  Baptist  Press  he 
expects  between  23,500  and 
25,000  messengers  to  register  for 
the  136th  session.  There  were 
17,956  registered  for  the  conven¬ 
tion’s  first-ever  meeting  in  Indi¬ 
anapolis  last  year  and  15,760  in 
Houston,  in  1979,  generally 
regarded  as  the  start  of  the  “con¬ 
servative  resurgence”  and  more 
than  a  decade  of  tntbulenoe  for  the 
nation’s  largest  evangelical 


denomination. 

An  unknown  is  bow  much  the 
“Masonic  issue”  will  swell  the 
registration  figure.  Porter  said. 
Tte  SBC  Home  Mission  Board 
will  bring  a  report  and  recommen¬ 
dation  on  Fteemasomy  member¬ 
ship  in  SBC  churches  that  the 
matter  primarily  be  decided  by 
local  churches  aind  by  individual 
church  members.  Although  it  is 
generally  felt  that  the  HMB’s  rec¬ 
ommendation  has  diffused  the 
issue.  Porter  said  oob^y  knows 
for  sore. 

Messenger  cards  are  available 
upon  request  from  die  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board.  For 
other  registratioo  information,  call 
Porter  at  (904)  785-8596. 


By  Bob  Staidey 

bers,  were  notified  May  5. 

js^or  those  losing  their  jobs,  the 
board  will  provide  full  pay,  con¬ 
tinuing  insurance,  and  pension 
participation  for  three  to  six 
months,  depending  on  years  of 
service.  They  also  will  be  paid  for 
unused  leave  time. 

Of  the  board’s  $183.8  million 
budget  for  1993,  12.20%ror  $22.4 
million,  was  allocated  for  state¬ 
side  administrative  and  promo¬ 
tional  expenses.  Staff  salaries  and 
benefits  make  up  $15.5  million  of 
the  stateside  tot^. 

The  interim  president  said  the 
process  of  downsizing  included 
individual  conferences  with  each 
vice  president  or  office  director 
and  study  by  the  staff’s  top-level 
global  strategy  group,  which 
reviewed  each  office’s  proposed 
cutbacks  in  detail  during  a  May  3- 
4  meeting.  “While  we  regret  that 
this  (staff  reduction)  is  necessary, 
we  have  no  choice  but  to  move  on 
with  the  reduction  of  some  home 
office  jobs,”  Kammerdiener  said 
in  his  explanation  to  staff. 

Further  amj^fying  the  staff  cut¬ 


backs,  Bob  Shoemake,  executive 
assistant  to  Kammerdiener,  said, 
“Every  office  is  impacted.  Every 
office  contributed  significantly  in 
personnel  or  programs  to  the  over¬ 
all  downsizing. 

“There  are  no  plans  to  release 
the  list  (of  individuals  losing 
jobs),’’  he  said,  “because  it  is  a 
personal  matter  with  individuals 
involved.” 

Shoemake  said  the  downsizing 
included  the  loss  of  four  computer 
programmers;  dissolving  the  mis¬ 
sionary  enlistment  department  and 
placing  its  administrative  staff  in 
other  existing  FMB  slots;  elimi¬ 
nating  the  Baptists  Living  Abroad, 
Tentmaker,  aiKl  CEO  programs  of 
missions  opportunities  for  Baptist 
lay  people  living  or  travelling 
overseas;  significant  downsizing 
of  the  word  processing  unit,  with 
technology  allowing  more  work  to 
be  done  in  administrative  Offices; 
and  one  office  consolidating  its 
administrative  structure  toi  elimi¬ 
nate  one  level  of  supervisioh. 

Stanley  is  director,  Neys  and 
Information  Office,  FMB.  i 


Crossover  Indianapolis  last  year. 
The  evangelistic  thrust  preced¬ 
ing  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  resulted  in  1,()43  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith. 

Reid  has  since'moved  to 
Houston  where  he  is  assistant 
professor  of  Christianity  at 
Houston  Baptist  University. 

“I  don’t  think  there  is  a  city  in 
the  Bible  Belt  that  is  more  inno¬ 
vative  than  Houston,”  Reid  said. 
“The  resources  here  are  much 
greater  (than  in  Indianapolis), 
but  the  lostness  is  just  as  vast.” 

A  1990  report  on  church  mem¬ 
bership  shows  42%  of  Hous¬ 
ton’s  Harris  bounty  residents 
are  not  affiliated  with  any  of 
133  religious  groups.  'This 
year’s  Crossover  activities  will 
include  door-to-door  visitation, 
block  parties,  church  rallies,  and 
a  prayer  conference. 

To  be  involved  in  Crossover, 
contact  Bobby  Sunderland, 
Home  Mission  Board  evange¬ 
lism  assistant  at  (404)  898-7688 
or  1350  Spring  Street  NW, 
Atlanta,  GA  30367-5601. 


CONVENTION  SITE  —  Houston,  home  of  the  largest  Baptist  assocbtion 
of  local  churches  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  will  host  the  ,1993 
annual  SBC  meeting  June  15-17  in  the  George  R.  Brown  Convention  Cen¬ 
ter.  I 


Baptists  making  history  in  World  A 

In  the  mid  80s  Southern  Baptists  started  - _ 

appointing  personnel  to  collect  data  on  j  -  "" - 

people  groups  that  had  virtually  no  access  to  j  ^ 

the  gospel  As  a  result,  some  ^  these  l  ^ 

groups  now  have  thee  first  church  in  modem  I 
times  —  or  their  first  believer  j 

Some  facts  at>out  World  | 

•21.5  percent  of  the  world's  population,  or  j 
biHion  people,  live  there  j 

•  85  percent  of  people  in  these  groups  live  I 
m  a  swath  extending  from  north  Africa 
through  Central  Asia 

\For  these  people.  Christians  spend  only 
01  percent  of  the  money  they  use  to 
evangelize  the  worl^  - - - 


(BP)  GRAPHIC  By  Mwty  Cio« 


Longtime  consultant 
Norman  Rodgers  retires 


Noiman  Rodgers,  adult  consul-  Drill  winner  as  a  youth.  Many  of 
tant  and  assodational  work  cooidi-  the  boys  and  girls  who  have  par- 
nator  with  the  Disdpleship  Train-  ticipated  in  Bible  Drills  will 
ing  and  Family  Ministries  Depart-  remember  Mr.  Rodgers’  support 
ment  of  the  Mis-  and  encouragem^t.” 

^Hsissippi  Baptist  Rodgers  has  two  grown  chil- 
V Convention  dren  living  in  Nashville,  Tenn., 
^^^^^IBoard,  retired  and  three  grandchildren.  His 
April  30.  He  wife,  Jan,  formerly  with  the 
joined  the  staff  Stewardship  Department  of  the 
Convention  Board,  is  employed 
by  Jackson  Tour  and  Travel  Co. 
They  will  continue  to  live  in 
that  Madison. 

Robin  Nichols  is  now  family 
ministry  and  adult  consultant. 
The  department  is  seeking  a  con- 


1, 1%2. 

Mose  Dan 
gerfield, 

Rodgers  department, 

said,  “Norman 
has  been  involved  in  Bible  Drills 
all  the  years  he  was  employed  in  sultant  for  youth  discipfeship 
the  department.  He  was  a  Bible  training  and  recreation. 

Allegations  of  impropriety 
circulate  as  Baptist 
teacher  fired  from  job 

NORTH  POLE,  Alaska  (BP)  —  taught  language  aits  in  grades  9- 
A  trustM  of  the  Pbreign  Mission  12.  He  was  Hred  April  7. 
Board  is  fighting  to  save  his  17-  Although  pt^ce  are  investigating 
year  teaching  career  as  allega-  the  highly  publicized  situation, 
tions  that  he  is  improperly  no  criminal  charges  have  been 


Applications  increase  for  career, 
short-term  service  through  FMB 


By  Mary  E.  Speidel 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  agreement  with  trustee  actions. 
Applications  for  career  mission  Career  missions  applicati 
service  through  the  Foreign  Mis-  numbered  almost  2, 
sion  Board  are  up  7%  from  last  while  current 
year,  and  mission  officials  predict  more  than  3,f0O,  according  to 
a  similar  increase  in  1993  appoint-  Lloyd  Atkinson,  director  of  the 
ments.  Personnel  Selection  Department. 

At  the  same  time,  about  39%  Based  on  that  increase,  Atkinson 
more  people  than  this  time  last  projects  career  missionary 
year  have  iq>plied  for  sboit-term  appointments  for  1993  will  toud 
assignments  through  the  board’s  between  215  and  220,  up  from  last 
Intemational  Service  Craps.  So  far  year’s  205  appointments, 
this  year,  applications  approved  Despite  Jh^  increases,  the  total 
for  the  service  corps  have  missionary  force  has  not  yet 
increased  by  almost  26%  com-  grown  at  the  rate  needed  to 
pared  to  last  year’s  total.  achieve  Southern  Baptists’  Bold 

These  statistics  “show  some  Mission  Thrust  goal  of  5,000  mis- 
very  encouraging  projections  for  sionaries  overseas  by  the  year 
what  the  rest  of  this  year  will  2000,  according  to  an  April  report 
hold’’  in  craeer  appointments  and  issued  to  trustees  by  the  board’s 
assignmerits  through  the  service  research  and  planning  office.  The 
corps,  said  Thuimon  Bryant,  tire  mission  frace  total  icidudes  career 
bosurd’s  interim  vice  president  for  and  associate  missionaries  and 
mission  personnel.  Bryant  two-year  workers, 
assumed  that  responsibility  April  The  armual  growth  rate  for  the 
26  after  Harlan  Spurgeon  took  total  foreign  missionary  force  has 
early  retirement,  expressing  dis-  averaged  a  little  mote  than  .3  of 


1%  since  Southern  Bi^msts  adc^- 
ed  Bold  Mission  Thrust  in  1976. 
year  ago  An  annual  increase  of  3.18%  is 
ilieatioos  starxl  at  needed  to  achieve  the  5,000  goal, 
the  report  indicated. 

Since  1991  the  board  has  seen  a 
steady  increase  in  the  percentage 
of  two-year  personnel  m  the  total 
missionary  force  in  relation  to 
career  persotmel.  Two-year  per¬ 
sonnel  malre  up  almost  12%  of  the 
current  missiotuuy  count  of  3,953. 
That’s  up  from  just  over  10%  at 
the  end  of  1992  and  9%  at  the  end 
of  1991. 

Another  significant  increase 
over  the  past  few  years  is  in  num¬ 
bers  of  seminary  students  who 
have  contacted  the  board  about 
career  appointment,  Atkinson  said. 
“Some  of  these  people  may  be 
several  years  away  fr^  appoint¬ 
ment.  But  it  does  say  that  the 
pipeline  of  candidates  is  strong  at 
this  point,’’  he  said. 

Speidel  writes  for  Foreign 
Mission  Board. 


David  Wilkinson  becomes  fourth 
Southern  administrator  to  resign 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (ABP)  —  ture,  Provost  Larry  MeSwain  is  resignation  directly  to  dissatisfac- 
David  Wilkinson  has  resigned  after  leaving  to  become  president  of  tion  with  Mohler’s  election  and 
more  than  six  years  as  vice  presi-  Shorter  College,  Rome,  Ga.  Mil-  subsequent  turmoil  at  the  seminaiy, 
dent  for  seminary  relations  at  bum  Price,  dean  of  the  school  of  but  he  added,  “I  think  it’s  best  for 
Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.  church  music,  will  become  chair-  the  nature  and  timing  of  my  depar- 
Willdnson  is  the  fourth  adminis-  man  of  the  music  department  at  ture  to  speak  fra  themselves.’’ 
trator  to  step  down  since  Mardi  26,  Samford  University,  Birmingham,  Although  he  did  not  announce 
when  trustees  elected  Albert  Ala.  Bill  Rogers,  dean  of  the  what  he  will  do  next,  Wilkinson 
Mohler  to  succeed  Roy  Honeycutt  school  of  Christian  education,  will  has  been  mentioned  as  a  possibility 
as  seminaiy  preskfent.  return  to  full-time  teaching  duties.  to  fill  several  vacant  posts  in  Bap- 

“This  de^oo  was  made  without  Wilkinson  decliired  to  link  tus  tist  life, 
regrets  but  with  an  overwhelming 
sense  of  grief.  For  me.  Southern 
Seminary  has  consistently  repre¬ 
sented  the  best  of  what  it  meatre  to 
be  a  Baptist  Christian,  and  my 
prayer  is  that  the  seeds  of  tins  pie- 
dous  heritage  will  continue  and 
find  fertile  ground  in  Baptist  life.” 

In  addition  to  WUkmm’s  depar- 


Committee  weighed 
board  nominees’  Bible 
beliefs,  commitment 

NASHVILLE  (BP) 


tist  Fellowship  should  serve  on  a 
board,”  Atefaisoo  said.  The  CBF  is 
an  organization  of  Baptists  fomred 
in  1991  in  opposition  to  the  con¬ 
servative  dir^on  of  the  SBC. 

Atchisoa  also  noted  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Nominations  sought  to 
expand  minority  representation  on 
the  SBC  boards. 

A  committee  member  from  each 
state  Baptist  convention  reviewed 
with  the  entire  committee  the 
background  of  each  nomitree  from 
their  state,  as  well  as  reasons  the 
nomitree  was  being  recommended, 
Atchison  recounted.  Then  time 
was  allotted  for  questions  from 
committee  members. 


Biblical 

beliefs  and  commitment  to  the 
Southern  Bqrtist  (Tonvention  were 
two  key  factors  the  Committee  on 
Nominations  used  in  selecting 
nominees  to  SBC  boards  and 
commissions,  according  to  the 
chairman  of  the  7()-memter  com¬ 
mittee. 

Bobby  Waggoner,  who  preseraly  Joe  Atchison,  director  of  mis- 
serves  as  pastor  of  Liberty  Church,  siotu  for  the  Northwest  Associa- 
Flowood,  has  tion  in  Bentonville,  Ark.,  told 
accepted  the  Baptist  Press  May  3  the  commit- 
position  as  tee  “carried  on  in  the  tradition  of 
9  director  of  mis-  (nominating)  people  who  believe 
sions  for  Attala  in  an  inerrant  Bible.” 
Association  “Aixl  we  did  not  feel  that  those 
effective  May  who  support  the  Cooperative  Bap- 


Waggoner  is 
new  DOM 
for  Attala 


Former  HMB  director  dies 


C.E.  Autrey,  former  director  of  evangelism  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board,  died  May  9.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  Pen¬ 
sacola,  Fla.,  where  he  was  living  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Autrey  was  bom  Sept.  17,  1904,  in  Columbia,  Miss.  In  addition  to 
his  position  at  the  Home  Mission  Board,  he  also  served  as  a  home 
missionary  in  Utah  during  the  latter  years  of  his  life. 


Gay  rights  march  on  Washington 
leaves  deep  division  in  its  wake 

By  Tom  Strode 


Southern  Baptist  Religious 
Education  Association 

Annual  Meeting 
June  13-14,  1993 

Doubletree  at  Allen  Center,  Houston 

Theme:  Creative  Approaches  to  Tomorrow’s  Challenges 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  While  too  eager  to  identify  himself  as  a 
nearly  a  third  of  a  million  people  Southern  Bq)tist.” 
marched  for  homosexual  rights  in 
Washington,  they  speared  to  do  colossal  failure, 
nothing  to  erase  the  ^ep  division  genuinely  surprised  and  delighted 
over  the  volatile  issue  manifested  that  the  homosexual  movement  lifestyle 
during  and  after  the  _ 

,  .  SEATTLE,  WMb.  (BP) press, 
some  religious  The  l%&n3miiaBline 

groups  held  services  . .  «  tv  ip 

affirming  the  partici-  <»add(VdiemMlvcs«^^  wilbodiersMdfesofaBxiiid 

name’  hnmoeexualitv  «iv«iy  llOttOWimd,  aCGOid-  8nGtioetttMt»»ttiNMQ 

route  and  implored  MStBii  IwiMPritor  Dtnwrtr,  aod  at  fee  Ui^ve! 

marchers  to  reject  didr  itkwiftd  April  14.  ti^ofCyca|p. 

lifestyle.  TlieaiadbriNKOcadBcied 

President  Bill  Clin-  AlvOvllBMKikBf  fiK0d/*nidl|[.iMSlMldQB« 

ton,  a  Southern  Baptist,  tftfr  fSiWWK  fMf  <ifcli 

confirmed  tus  support  .im  — *-  -  -  *  - 

«  .•  a  vBal|R. JPwRpBBKKIOy 

01  iDC  DOmOSCXUftlS  4*  a 

cause,  while  a  South-  *****  mu ^^***^^^* 

Am  1Rant4«f  vii|PBI viF MOTlBll*  wBH»9 9mf€'^mBm^ 

DApiIOl  a{^Uvy  *■  - . - ^  . .  .  m. 

official  criticreed  CUn-  w®h'lw8»  i  ICHmai  uubbvWk  ip^pecwpwwwaa  wwm. 
ton’s ‘’encouragement”  lliitil  Ae  15MSKtai®y  Tte  finclidipi  wew  pil(b* 

of  the  homosexual  scp^  lltedi&lfaejoutiiidita^ 

rights  movement.  Wme^  mid^M  10%  of  fla—if  Pwapwltyii, T1 

‘‘I  stand  with  you  in  ineawofeflMiB^lKNmN^  leseHdteas,  adio  wodc  at  d 
the  struggle  for  ^ali-  ual,aiw(aeil)0at5%itf  BaOriEfe  Humaa  ABUra 
ty  for  all  Americans,  ^ 

including  gay  meii  and  nediod^t^  lMihecBlvide-  baaed  dadrcoo^aloiitQii 
lesbi^,”  the  presi^m  .  Ha  10%  Arbc  3,^1  feo(>-to>&oe  iotw- 

Se  “owdby  Rep  l»»  l»«  fteqwody  ciwi  by  vtewawidiiiM»a«ed20 
Nancy  Pelosi,  D-  W»ciW«i«id  the  popular  d»ou{b39. 

Calif  - - 

Meanwhile,  James  A.  Smidi  of  failed  to  produce  even  a  third  of  this  fac 
the  Washington  office  of  the  Chris-  the  million  they  predicted  would  federal  officials  —  the  president  on 
tian  Life  Commission  said  he  was  participate  in  the  march.”  down  —  felt  compell^  by  politi- 

“disgimed  and  grieved  diat  such  a  Dunng  the  match,  some  Christ-  cal  alliances  to  identify  with  the 
display  of  immorality  and  perversi-  ian  groups  called  on  participants  to  march. 

ty  coiild  be  so  openly  displayed  in  leave  the  homosexual  lifestyle.  “Southern  Baptists  must  also  be 

our  nation’s  capital  with  the  About  SO  people  representing  engaged  in  the  public  policy 
approval  and  encouragement  of  the  Transformation  Ex-gay  Christian  process.” 

president  of  the  United  States.  Ministry  of  Washington  distributed  Strode  is  director  of  media  & 
What  makes  this  even  more  trou-  more  than  2,000  gospel  tracts  writ-  news  information,  Washington 
bling  is  that  the  president  is  only  ten  especially  for  the  march  from  office,  CLC. 


the  comer  of  7th  Street  and  Penir- 
sylvania  Aveiwe. 

The  march,  however,  was  “a  Their  “main  success  was  in  get- 
Smith  said.  “I’m  ting  the  word  out  to  homosexuals 
that  they  do  have  a  chtrice  in  their 
Transformation  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  Anthony 
Falzarano  said.  “Some 
(tracts)  were  thrown 
back  in  our  faces;  we 
were  spit  upon,  but... 
we  were  there  for  the 
lambs  diat  were  lost  in 
that  crowd. 

“We  felt  diere  had  to 
be  some  backslidden 
Christians  who  were 
not  really  tuqqry  about 
being  in  that  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah  par^.” 

The  seven  published 
demands  of  the  match 
included  passage  of  a 
“lestrian,  gay,  l^xual, 
and  transge^er  civil 
rights  bill”  and  the 
right  to  “reproductive 
fi^dom  and  choice.” 

“The  implications 
and  repercussions  of 
this  event  are  enor¬ 
mous,”  the  CLC’s 
Smith  said.  “Public 


Sunday  afternoon 
1:00  Registration  opens 

2:00  Introduction  of  Program  —  Bill  Cromer,  SBREA  president;  professor 
of  Christian  education.  Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Devotional  —  William  B.  Rogers,  dean  of  the  School  of  Christian 
Education,  Southern  Seminary.  Louisville,  Ky. 

Music  for  Inroiration  —  Cynthia  Clawson,  vocal  artist,  Nashville 
2:40  Nominating  Committee  Report 

Theme:  “Shifting  Christian  Education  into  the  Future  Tense:  Anticipating 
Tomorrow’s  Challenges”  —  Tom  Sine,  author,  president  of  Mustard  Seed 
Associates,  Seattle 
3:30  Memberdiip  Committee  Report 
3:33  Break 
3:55  Focus  Groups 
4:50  At^oum 
Dinner 

5K)0  Board  Meeting 

Sunday  evening 

7:00  Heating  our  Re^xxises  —  Bill  Taylor,  SBREA  president-elect;  associate 
pastor/  minister  of  education,  Westonwood  Church,  Dallas 
7:20  Response  —  Tom  Sine 

7:40  Dramatic  Monologue:  “Mary  Magdalene"  —  Mozelle  Clark  Sherman, 
professor  of  church  music.  Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky. 

8:00  “Discerning  Biblical  Vision”  —  Tom  Sine 

8:45  Dramatic  Monologue;  “A  Contrast;  The  Mothers  of  Judas  and  Jesus” 

— Mozelle  Qatk  Sherman 
9:00  Fellowship 


Monday  morning 
7:30  New  Member  Breakfast 

Breakfast  for  state  &  regional  REA  presidents 
8:45  Morning  Session  —  Joel  Harrison,  SBREA  vice  president,  director  of 
educational  ministries,  Atlanta  Bi^tist  Association,  Atlanta 
Music  for  Inspiration  —  Cynthia  Clawson 
9: 10  “A  Future  History;  The  One-Room  Church”  —  Bob  Hughes,  professor 
of  communications  and  mass  media.  Southern  Seminary,  Louisville, 
Ky. 

10:00  Fellowship  Break  ^>onsored  by  the  Annuity  Board 
10:30  Interest  Groups  —  Lawrence  Uempnaucr,  vice  president  for  student 
services.  Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas 
1 1:45  SBREA  Luncheon  —  Dennis  Swanberg,  pastor.  First  Oiurch, 

West  Monroe,  La.,  ^aker 

Presentation  of  Distinguished  Leader  Award  Recipient 

Morning  afternoon 

1:45  Music  for  Inspiration  —  Cynthia  Clawson 
2:00  Business  Session 

2:50  “Creating  New  Possibilities;  Wild  Hope”  —  Tom  Sine 
3:30  Passing  of  Gavel 
3:35  Adjourn 


Security  videotape  deepens  mystery 
of  Yazoo  City  pastor’s  disappearance 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

A  security  camera  videotape  this  in  the  past  —  family  history, 
from  Alabama  has  provided  one  and  subtle  hints.  I  am  concern^ 
of  the  few  clues  in  the  disappear-  for  his  safety;  if  he  is  unable  to 
aiKe  of  Jim  Everett,  41,  pastor  of  think  clearly,  someone  may  take 
Southside  Church  in  Yazoo  City,  advantage  of  him,”  she  pointed 
He  has  been  missing  since  he  left  out. 
home  on  the  morning  of  April  27  Everett  left 
to  visit  his  mother  in  a  Meridian  his  home  at  9 
nursing  home.  a.m.  on  April  H  _  W 

His  wife,  Janet  Everett,  said  27,  driving  a  red  S  W 
authorities  traced  a  credit  card  pur-  1991  Geo  Prizm  W  f 

chase  on  the  day  of  his  disappear-  with  Mississippi  1  > 

ance  to  a  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  store  license  plate  X  V 

that  has  a  videotape  security  sys-  number 
tern.  There  was  also  another  trans-  1FEN200.  The 
action  in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  later  car’s  windshield 
that  afternoon.  has  a  12-inch 

“It  appears  fix)m  the  Tuscaloosa  horizontal  crack  on  the  left  side  at 
videotape  that  be  is  alone,  and  that  driver’s  eye  level, 
he  is  not  being  forced.  We  are  His  height  is  S'll,"  and  his 
confident  now  that  he  was  not  weight  is  200  pounds.  Ife  has  blue 


S.C.  association  revises 
stance  on  WMU  speaker 


invite  a  national  WMU  leader  to 
speak.  O’Brien  was  not  specifical¬ 
ly  named. 

No  count  was  taken  on  the 
motion  but  director  of  missions 
Bill  Harrill  said  it  passed  by  “a 
definite  majority.” 

Harrill  said  the  association’s 
annual  meeting  committee  will 
meet  in  May  to  decide  on  another 
location  for  the  1995  meeting  and 
to  decide  on  which  WMU  leader 
to  invite.  The,se  recommendations 
will  be  presented  at  this  year’s 
annual  meeting  Oct.  18. 

The  association’s  moderator, 
Kevin  Childs,  pastor  of  Green  Sea 
Church,  said  dK  Jaraiary  vote  left 
the  association  “very  polarized.”  A 
compromise  he  is  suggesting  is 
that  the  association  invite  a  WMU 
leader  to  speak  specifically  about 
the  work  of  WMU  and  another 
person  to  bring  a  sermon. 


PAWLEYS  ISLAND,  S.C.  (BP) 
—  The  South  Carolina  Baptist 
Association  that  voted  in  January 
to  withdraw  its  invitation  to  WMU 
Executive  Director  Dellanna 
O’Brien  to  speak  at  its  annual 
meeting  in  1995  has  reconsidered 
its  decision. 

The  Waccamaw  Baptist  Associ¬ 
ation’s  executive  committee  had 
voted  25-22  Jan.  18  to  rescind  its 
invitation  to  O’Brien  because  the 
p^tor  of  the  host  church,  Charles 
Tlvower  of  Juniper  Bay  in  Con¬ 
way,  did  not  want  a  woman  to 
speak  from  his  pulpit  and  because 
he  said  WMU  was  abandoning  its 
historic  heritage.” 

At  its  quart^y  meeting  April  19 
at  Pawleys  Island  Church,  the 
executive  committee  voted  to 
instruct  its  annual  meeting  com¬ 
mittee  to  search  for  a  different  site 
for  the  1995  annual  meeting  and  to 


Linkletter:  Exercise,  volunteer  to  ward  off  depression 

By  Jim  Burton 


"North  Delta  opens  crisis  center  to  help 
pregnant  women,  prevent  abortions 


By  Helen  Johnson 


attentive  to  his  beliefs.”  But  a  per¬ 
sonal  tragedy  brought  him  back  to 
the  roots  of  Us  faith.  His  daughter, 
Ehane,  died  of  a  drug  overdose  25 
years  ago. 

Linkletter  is  quick  to  share  the 
lessons  he  learned  thea 

“Don’t  blame  yourself,”  Linklet¬ 
ter  advises  parents  whose  children 
suffer  tragedy.  “You  cannot  pro¬ 
tect  your  child  from  the  potholes 
of  life,  though  you  should  try  to 
prepare  them  (for  life’s  hardships). 

“One  thing  losing  a  child  does  is 
make  you  much  more  loving  of 
others,”  he  said.  “Don’t  delay 
telling  others  you  love  them.” 

Recdithe  good  times,  Linkletter 
tells  grieving  parents.  “You 
wouldn’t  give  up  the  good  times 
just  to  avoid  the  grief,  would 
you?” 

The  lessons  of  life  Linkletter 
shares  reinforces  what  he  beUeves 
was  bis  calling:  speaking,  teach¬ 
ing,  and  preaching. 

Following  Diane’s  death,  Lin¬ 
kletter  became  a  spokesman 
against  drug  abuse.  His  work  in 
drug  abuse  prevention  and  educa¬ 
tion  led  him  to  understand  that  a 
major  cause  of  drug  abuse  is  poor 


self-esteem.  This  led  to  motiva¬ 
tional  speaking  that  affirms  the 
worth  of  individuals.  More  recent¬ 
ly,  he  has  become  an  advocate  and 
spokesman  for  senior  adults,  call¬ 
ing  himself  a  messenger  for  posi¬ 
tive  aging. 

The  concern  for  senior  adults 
ties  back  to  his  drug  abuse  cam¬ 
paigns.  A  growing  number  of 
senior  adults  are  fighting  depres¬ 
sion  —  a  common  problem  in  the 
age  group  —  with  alcohol.  Link- 
letter  said. " 

Volunteerism  is  a  major  defense 
against  depression,  followed  by 
what  Linkletter  calls  a  free  pre¬ 
scription  to  cure  most  common  ail¬ 
ments  —  aerobic  exercise.  Cou¬ 
pled  with  faith,  an  active  lifestyle 
committed  to  serving  others  will 
ward  off  depression  while  building 
one’s  sense  of  worth. 

“The  young  older  person  (65-75) 
must  give  serious  thought  to  how 
they  are  going  to  make  life  inter¬ 
esting,”  Linkletter  said.  “You  have 
to  think  about  growing  older. 
Make  plans  and  have  something  to 
?get  up  for.” 

Burton  writes  for  Brotherhood 
Commission. 


In  January  1992,  M.C.  Johnson, 
director  of  missions  for  North 
Delta  Association,  approached  the 
executive  committee  of  the  associ¬ 
ation  about  the  need  for  a  crisis 
pregnancy  center.  The  idea  was 
enthusiastically  received,  and  asso¬ 
ciation  moderator  Thomas  Tutor, 
pastor  of  Oakhurst  Church  in 
Clarksdale,  was  instructed  by  the 
executive  committee  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  study  the  situation, 
make  suggestions,  and  report  back 
to  the  executive  committee  in 
April. 

Carol  Arm  Waller  was  elected 


On  hani  for  flit  Fab.  21  open 
house  at  the  North  Delta  Associa¬ 
tion's  crisis  pregnancy  center  were 
counseiors  Brenda  Brttt  (left),  Carol 
Waller  (right),  and  M.(;.  Johnson 
(center),  director  of  missions  for. 
mrth  Delta  Association. 


chairman  of  the  committee,  and 
they  worked  for  several  months 
collecting  data  on  the  Delta,  the 
high  rate  of  unwed  mothers,  atxl 
other  information.  One  member 
visited  a  number  of  other  crisis 
pregnancy  centers  to  see  how  they 
operated. 

The  recommendation  of  the 
committee  in  April  was  to  proo^ 
with  all  expediency.  The  executive 
committee  was  very  encouraging. 
The  committee  learned  about 
SAV-A-LIFE  in  Birmingham,  and 
contacted  executive  dir^or  Bob 
Foust.  Foust  came  to  Clarksdale  to 
survey  the  situahon,  meet  with  the 
committee,  visit  cfaurcfaes,  speak  to 
ministers,  and  meet  with  inbetesied 
local  people. 

The  pr^ss  was  slow.  The  com¬ 
mittee  had  no  money,  so  they 
decided  to  have  the  James  Black¬ 
wood  Quartet  come  for  a  fund¬ 
raising  concert.  That  was  very 
profitable  and  gave  them  the 
momentum  to  secure  necessary 
itenu  for  the  center. 

At  the  amaial  meeting  of  North 
Delta  Association  in  October 
1992,  Richard  and  Carol  Ann 
Waller  presented  the  study  and 
recommendations  to  go  with  SAV¬ 
A-LIFE.  It  was  unanimously  ap¬ 
proved. 


At  the  same  meeting,  the  associa¬ 
tion  voted  to  sell  the  house  that  had 
been  the  home  of  the  director  of 
missions,  who  had  recently  pur¬ 
chased  his  own  home.  Several  days 
later,  the  committee  approach^ 
the  association  to  use  that  house  in 
Lyon  for  the  crisis  pregnancy  cen¬ 
ter.  The  center  was  moving  right 
along,  with  open  house  on  I^.  21. 
The  center  opened  to  clients  on 
Feb.  26. 

The  center  was  furnished  by  Hir- 
niture  Gallery  in  Clarksdale,  with 
the  idea  that  all  items  would  be  for 
sale  at  the  open  house.  The  open 
house  was  attended  by  mote  than 
100  people  and  many  items  were 
sold  that  day. 

Foust  arid  his  assistant,  Sandy 
Primm,  came  to  Oarksdale  and 
trained  19  women  as  counselors, 
including  three  doctors’  wives, 
three  pastors’  wives,  five  registered 
nurses,  and  six  school  teachm. 

Our  purpose  is  to  lead  these 
women  (in  a  crisis  pregmncy)  to  a 
satving  Irowledge  of  Jesus  Christ 
This  is  a  Christian  alternative  to 
abortioo,  and  it  is  our  desire  to  be 
used  of  God  as  a  tool  in  spreading 
the  good  news  and  combating  the 
sii  ^  abortioo. 

Johnson  presently  serves  as 
director  of  the  center. 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  This  year 
Art  Linkletter  celebrates  the  30th 
aruiiversary  of  his  50th  birthday. 

“I’m  a  young  man.”  said  the  pio¬ 
neer  of  radio  and  television  talk 
shows.  Linkletter  was  a  featured 
^aker  at  the  1993  Senior  Adult 
Convention  in  Atlanta,  April  26- 
28. 

For  Americans  who  r^ember 
his  loQg-running  TV  shows  “Peo¬ 
ple  Are  Funny”  and  “House 
Party,”  Linkletter  is  an  American 
institution.  A  humble  beginning 
magnifies  the  accomplishments. 


Born  in  Moosejaw,  Saskat¬ 
chewan,  Canada,  Lirikletter  was  an 
orphan.  A  traveling  Baptist  lay 
preacher,  Fulton  Linkletter,  and 
his  wife  learned  of  the  abarxloned 
child  while  preaching  in  Canada. 
They  later  adopted  him. 

Much  like  the  father  of  foreign 
missions,  William  Carey,  Linklet- 
ter’s  adopted  father  was  a  shoe 
cobbler.  The  trade  supported  his 
preaching  ministry. 

“He  examined  soles  and  souls,” 
Linkletter  recalled  of  his  father 
who  was  always  doing  evangelis- 


ATLANTA  —  Marvell  and  Lamar  Trasaall  with  Norman  Ballay  (center) 
talk  before  the  opening  service  of  the  second  Senior  Adult  Convention  in 
Atlanta.  All  three  are  from  Temple  Church,  Hattiesburg.  (BP  photo  by  Jim 
Veneman) 


Mara  Man  IN  paopM  signed  in  for  the  Fab.  21  open  house  at  the  crisis 
pregnancy  center  project  of  North  Delta  Association.  The  center  is  the  first 
ministry  project  of  the  Mississippi  River  Ministry,  a  Baptist  multi-state 
effort  to  attack  the  poverty  found  in  counties  along  ttw  Mtoissippi  River. 


ATLANTA  —  Browsing  in  the  Baptist  Book  Store  at  the  second  Senior 
Adult  Convention  held  April  26-28  are  Frances  Williams  (left)  of  Petal- 
Harvey  Church,  and  Blondell  Parker  of  Calvary  Church,  both  of  Petal.  (BP 
photo  by  Jim  Burton) 


ATLANTA  —  Few  seniors  attend¬ 
ing  the  second  Senior  Adult  Con¬ 
vention  traveled  the  way  Rachel 
Anderson  did.  Alone,  she  rode  the 
bus  from  Boston,  Mass.,  to  Atlanta. 
(BP  photo  ty  Jim  Veneman) 

tic  work. 

Linkletter  often  went  with  his 
father  on  “evangelistic  forays”  arxl 
vividly  recalls  playing  the  triangle 
during  street  comer  services. 

As  his  career  unfolded  in  radio 
and  TV,  Linkletter  became  “less 


NO  OTHER  SUNDAY  EVENING  SESSION 


Letters  to  the  editor 


them  to  preach  and  to  minister,  and  vention  and  its  mission  boards  and  I  am  happy  to  have  been  a  friend  way;  fell  by  the  wayside.  They 
he  hasn’t  revoked  that  call.  its  undivided  commitment  to  the  to  each  or  these  men.  When  in  the  gave  up  and  let  me  down. 

Jesus  never  pastured  a  church,  Cooperative  Program,  the  Lottie  company  of  each  man,  1  always  Name  withheld  by  editor 
but  be  was  the  greatest  minister  Moon  Christmas  Offering  fcH  For-  tried  to  speak  something  good 

who  ever  lived  on  die  earth.  These  eign  Missions,  and  die  Annie  Arm-  about  the  other  two.  I  never  Truth  SetS  VOU  free 
preadiers’  ministries  can  never  be  strong  Easter  Offering  for  Home  became  a  news  bearer  for  either.  ^ 

taken  away  from  them.  Missions.”  Let  the  WMU  declare  a  How  could  I  ever  speak  unkind  Editor: 

Mrs.  Homer  Wrxsham  continuation  of  the  “exclusive  rela-  words  about  a  brother?  1  do  not  i  addie.ss  this  to  the  homosexual. 

Holly  Springs  tionship  of  105  years  which  has  like  to  wear  labels,  either  “moder-  ^s  you  read  this,  please  hold  the 

been  so  wondrously  blessed  by  ate”  or  “fundamental.”  It  bothers  thought  God  loves  you. 

Assault  on  leadership  . me  when  I  hear  one  brother  speak  Regarding  comments  in  other  let- 

This  Mississi|yi  Baptist  is  dis-  evil  against  another  brother.  I  do  ters,  1  do  agree  with  those  who  give 
Edit«~.  tressed  at  the  use  of  the  Baptist  not  think  God  is  pleased  with  the  the  Word  of  God  that  specifically 

I  am  appalled  by  the  critical  atti-  promote  w  agenda  of  way  we  (SBC)  have  b^n  acting  reveals  sin  of  which  we  are  all 

tude  toward  conservative  SBC  criticism  and  opposition  of  our  for  at  least  22  yean.  It  did  not  start  guilty.  I  do  not  agree,  however, 
leaders  reflected  in  the  article  SBC  leaders.  Such  derogatory  in  Houston,  but  it  could  stop  in  vvith  those  whose  words  and  atti- 
“Grassroots  affrimation  sought  by  remarks  assault  the  integrity^  of  otu'  Houston,  if  we  could  come  togeth-  tudes  either  condemn  the  sinner 
five  Bi^rtist  leaders”  (Baptist  Rec-  duly-elected  leaders  and  the  mtegri-  er  and  be  (Thnstian.  along  with  the  sin,  or  condtxre  the 

ord,  April  K).  This  article  suggests  *y  B^tists  who  elected  them.  People  who  are  kept  in  the  dark  sju  along  with  the  sinner.  Christ, 
that  the  WMU  is  “under  attack  by  divides  our  convention,  and  about  what  is  going  on  will  be  our  example,  neither  condemned 

the  conservative  leadership  of  the  hinders  the  wwk  of  our  Lord.  down  on  whatever  it  is.  Our  human  man  nor  condoned  sin.  And  we 

SBC.”  Prank  Jones  n^re  makes  us  suspicious  of  any-  c^iristians  need  be  reminded  that 

Was  WMU  bom  as  a  feminist  Pope  _  thing  we  do  not  understand  or  are  because  we  haven’t  been  guilty 

movement  to  liberate  women  from  m  the  dark  about  of  this  particular  sin  doesn’t  mean 

a  “male-dominated,  fundamental-  Lets  COme  together  Every  person  working  for  any  we  haven’t  been  guilty  in  other 

ist-dominated”  SECT?  Are  the  lead-  (SBC)  agency  or  auxiliary  should  areas. 

ers  of  the  SBC  driven  by  a  spirit  Editor:  their  salary  or  allowance  pul^  Whereas  the  Word  of  God  reveal.s 

that  what  they  “can’t  control,  they  The  three  pastors  who  had  the  l>sl^  annually  in  their  own  publi-  sin,  we  Christians  sell  others  short 

want  to  destroy?”  greatest  influence  for  good  in  my  cation  or  the  stite  paper,  and  the  when  we  don’t  also  give  God’s 

The  eff(Mt  by  Daniel  Vestal  and  life  did  not  like  each  other.  complete  budget  of  the  agency  or  Word  reveahng  his  answers  to  the 

his  ^oup  should  be  recognized  for  These  three  preachers  had  two  auxiliary.  problem  of  sin.  We’ve  heard  from 

what  it  is  —  not  an  effmt  to  stimu-  things  in  common:  each  was  I  would  like  to  see  us  come  many  regarding  the  problem.  Let’s 
late  affirmation  of  the  WMU  but  an  strong-willed  and  did  not  care  for  together  in  Houston  and  affirm  give  some  answers.  We  need  to  lec- 
effort  to  discredit  conservative  the  other  two.  WMU  ^  request  that  th^  go  on  ognize  that  the  arguments  and  per- 

leaders  of  the  SBC.  The  affirmation  One  of  these  men  influenced  promoting  missions  worldwide.  .sonal  opinions  of  man  never  solved 

sou^t  by  Vestal’s  group  is  a  con-  people  all  across  the  United  ^tates,  each  of  us  is  my  anything.  We,  who  have  been  set 

demnation  of  SBC  conservatism.  so  he  did  whatever  he  wanted  to  do  prayer.  free  of  other  sins,  need  to  have 

Grassroots  Southern  Baptists  are  and  ignored  the  other  two.  William  T.  Irwin,  pastor  more  compassion  and  understand- 

misled  to  believe  that  supporting  The  second  was  one  of  the  best  Oakland  (Thurch  ing  for  those  who  are  in  captivity  to 

this  group  will  affirm  WMU.  BiUe  preachers  I  have  ever  heard,  Oakland  „  this  particular  one! 

Vestal’s  leadership  in  the  CBF  but  he  could  use  some  stinging  Homosexuals,  for  the  most  part, 

should  be  sufficient  to  eiqKxse  the  critical  remarks  when  talking  about  CoilCGmcd.  for  WEdl’y  cannot  help  themselves.  The  lack  of 

^  knowledge  of  the  whole  Word  of 

Editor:  (3od  causes  them  to  rationalize  and 

During  one  of  my  “anxious  justify  their  actions  in  choosing  or 

momoks”  God  inspired  me  to  write  remaining  in  such  lifestyles.  We  do 

an  encouragement  to  myself,  a  not  need  to  continue  pointing  to 

“Love  Note”  if  you  will.  If  anyone  their  sin,  but  to  point  them  to  the 

reading  this  is  helped  as  much  as  I  one  who  can  still  cast  out  v\d  deliv- 

was  in  penning  it,  to  God  be  the  er  them  from  such  captivity.  And, 

glory.  “Christian,”  don’t  get  all  bent  out 

Love  Note  of  shape  because  I  use  the  term 

Dear  One:  ^  “cast  out”  and  “deliverance.”  Jesus 

My  heart  is  full  of  love  for  you.  I  ChrisL  our  example,  listed  “casting 
know  of  your  love  for  me  because  out”  as  the  first  sign  to  follow 
you  do  so  much  for  me.  You  work  believers  (Mark  16:27).  Also,  Jesus 
bard  to  see  that  others  know  about  is  the  same  today  as  he  was  yester- 
me^You  give  unselfishly  not  only  day  (Hebrews  13:8).  He  works 
of  your  money,  but  your  talents  and  through  those  he’s  anointed  and 
time.  Some  ^ys  you  are  so  busy  appointed  in  these  areas  of  need, 
doing  good,  that  you  almost  don’t  He  loves  and  desires  to  set  ycxi  free 
have  time  for  me,  but  I  know  you  (John  8:32).  If  you  can’t  beUeve  the 
love  me.  You  show  it  in  the  way  Word  of  God,  who  can  you 
you  speak  my  name...  you  call  on  believe?  There  are  many  serving  in 
me  even  when  you  don’t  realize  these  areas  of  need  but  Mike 
you’re  doing  it  You  sing  about  me  Williams  of  Olney,  Ill.,  and  Ray 
in  your  heart  when  you’ve  accom-  Kieitekles  of  Roswell,  Ga.,  are  two 
plished  a  hard  task.  You  think  who  minister  deliverance  with  the 
about  me  and  wonder  whether  or  love  of  Jesus  Christ  The  anewting 
not  I  hear  you.  You  share  your  power  of  God’s  love  and  Spirit 
home  with  those  who  need  shelter.  works  through  both  of  these  men  to 
Many  otfiers  have  felt  the  same  set  captives  free, 
way  you  do  and  I  have  been  aMe  to  Betty  Josey 
he^  them  to  know  that  as  they  con-  Statkville 
tinue  in  tiieir  faithfulness,  others 

see  their  example  and  learn  from  it  Editor’s  Note:  Eflective  May  20, 
However,  there  have  been  those  the  BAPTIST  RECORD  will 
who  get  tired  and  give  up.  They  resume  publishing  letters  on 
pull  away  from  what  I  had  intended  FVeemasonry.  The  Home  Mission 
for  them  to  do  and  wait  for  others  Board  wiD  give  its  report  at  the 
to  come  in  and  do  their  job.  Usual-  June  meeting  of  the  Southern 
ly,  the  ones  left  with  the  job  are  the  Baptist  Convention.  The  report 
younger,  weaker  ones  that  don’t  states  that  membership  in  a 
underitand  what  it  is  they  are  sup-  Masonic  order  should  be  a  matter 
posed  to  do.  In  cases  like  this,  my  of  “personal  conscience.”  Letters 
plan  is  never  completed,  because  should  be  brief  and  to  the  point, 
the  ones  that  I  intended  to  lead  the  All  letters  are  subject  to  editing. 


§WMU  Annual 
Meeting 

Houston's 
First  Baptist 
Church 

740 1  Katy  Freeway 
Houston.  Texas  77024 

June  13-14,  1993 

Exciting  testimonies  from  home  and 
foreign  missionaries,  reports  of  local 
missions  projects,  mission  action  con 
ferences,  music,  drama.  Executive 
Board  report  and  much  more! 

Clip  and  mall  coapon  to: 

Annual  Meeting  Ticbets 
Woman  s  Missionary  Union 
P.O.  Box  830010 
Birmingham.  AL  35283-0010 


Indicate  number  of  ticbets  below 

Sunday  evening,  June  13, 6  p.m 

Westin  Galleria  Hotel 
5060  West  Alabama 
Houston,  Texas  77056 

□  WMU  Banquet 
r~l  Baptist  Nursing  Fellowship 
Banquet 

_ @  $l8e^ch  =  $ _ 


Box  lunch  Monday  noon,  June  14 

Houston’s  First  baptist  Church 
_ (®  $6‘  each  =  $ _ 


Total  amount  enclosed  $. 


Mabe  cheeb  payable  to  WMU 
Name _ _ 


Address 


Phone( 


Just  for  the  Record 


First  Churcli,  BeizonI,  held  its  Acteen  recognition  service  with  the' 
Sherman  Church,  Sherman,  ded-  theme,  “Crown  Him  with  Many  Crowns”  on  Aprii  25.  Pictured,  from  left, 
icated  its  new  Aiien  organ  on  are  Carrie  Logan  with  crown  bearer  Katie  Prather,  Cindy  Westbrook  with 
ktorch  21 .  The  organ  was  d^icated  crown  bearer  wnnett  Dorris,  Micheiie  Prewitt  with  crown  bearer  Kori  Cas- 
in  memory  of  Mrs.  Maina  Shands  tie,  and  Somer  Estes  with  crown  bearer  Jordan  James.  Acteen  leader  is 
Bruce,  church  organist  at  the  time  Faye  McKay.  Bill  McKay  is  pastor, 
of  her  death.  She  had  served  as  .  ..  «  . .  .  . 

either  church  pianist  or  organist  for  Smith  is  mtenm  pastor, 

half  a  centufy.  Darwin  Brooks,  oppoitann^ feUow^p  with  om  k 

music  assistant  at  Harrisburg  M**®*!^’ 

Church,  Tupelo,  provided  special  ^  hold  a  ^dicanon  service  for 

music.  James  E  Welch,  pastor,  0PP0rt““'*y  /o  up  a  forma  its  new  building  May  16  at  1:30 
brought  the  dedicatory  message,  orgamzauon  for  future  reumons,  p  m.,  foUo^g  a  ^vered  d«h  lun- 

Wilmi  Baker  is  the  prwent  chuFch  ^  fellowship  hall  at 

oroanist  12:30.  Bill  Hardy,  coordinator  of 

*  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Partnership  Missions  for  the  Mis- 


Shady  Grove,  Batesvllle,  recently  held  a  recognition  service  for  GAs 
who  have  completed  levels  1  and  5.  Pictured,  front  row,  are  Amy  Perkins, 
Courtney  McGregor,  Alesha  Bailey;  back  row,  Nicole  Goodwin  and  Gail 
Perkins.  Not  pictured  is  Amanda  Goodwin  and  Amanda  Weaver.  Leaders 
are  Bettye  Stewart  and  Sandra  McGregor.  John  Stewart  is  pastor. 


Southern  Baptist  Adult  Educa*  sissi]:^i  Biqitist  Convention  Board, 
tion  Association  was  held  April  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  John  P. 
28-29  at  Smoky  Shadows  Confer-  Jones,  director  of  missions,  Mis- 
ence  Center  in  Pigeon  Forge,  sissippi  Association,  will  also  be 
Tenn.  Representatives  were  pre-  on  program.  Pastor  David  Forten- 
sent  from  seven  schools  and  agen-  berry  will  preach  the  dedication 
cies.  All  Southern  Baptist  institu-  message, 
tions  engaged  in  adult  education 

programs  by  extension  or  other-  First  Church,  Poplarville,  will 
wise  may  become  a  part  of  the  present  the  musical  “Love  Will  Be 
Southern  Baptist  Adult  Education  Our  Home”  on  May  16  and  17  at  7 
Association.  For  more  infonna-  p.m.  The  musical  will  be  under  the 
tion,  write  Herman  Williams,  direction  of  Greg  Green,  minister 
2930  Flowers  Road,  South,  of  music.  Bob  Rogers  is  pastor. 
Atlanta,  G A  30341. 

Reservations  for  the  WMU 
Castlewoods  Church,  Bran-  trip  to  Glorieta  must  be  made  by 
don,  will  host  a  Cult  Awareness  Monday,  May  17.  Cost  for  the  July 
Seminar  led  by  Sandy  and  Beth  16-24  trip  is  $575.  Contact  the 
Barlow,  representatives  of  the  WMU  office  at  the  Mississippi 
Interfaith  Witness  Department  of  Baptist  Convention  Board,  (601) 
the  Home  Mission  Board.  The  •%8-3800. 
seminar  will  be  Sunday,  May  16, 

6  p.m.  and  Wednesday,  May  19, 

6:30  p.m.  Larry  McDonald  is  pas¬ 
tor. 


TRirrn,  a  contempora^  Christ¬ 
ian  music  group,  will  be  in  concert 
at  First  (Thurch  of  Sharon,  Laurel, 
on  May  18  at  7  p.m.  For  further 
information,  call  428-5319. 


The  Baptist  Student  Union  at 
the  United  States  Air  Force  Acad¬ 
emy  would  like  to  contact  the 
men  and  women  coming  to  the 
Academy  June  30  to  begin  train¬ 
ing  as  basic  cadets.  Send  name, 
address,  and  telephone  number  to 
Dwain  Gregory,  director  of  Bap¬ 
tist  Student  Ministries,  550  W. 
Woodmen  Road,  Colorado 
Springs,  CO  80919,  (719)  599- 
9094.  The  Academy  will  corre- 
^ond  with  the  cadet  to  secure 
flight  arrival  times  and  provide 
further  information.  Similar  min¬ 
istries  are  provided  at  West  Point 
and  the  Naval  Academy.  At  West 
Point  contact  Bill  Blackwell,  29 
Sheldon  Drive,  Comwall-on-Hud- 
son,  NY  12518,  (914)  534-3944. 
For  the  Naval  Academy  contact 
Dick  Bumpass,  210  Hanover 
Street,  Annapolis,  MD  21401, 
(301)263-0963. 


Thomas  Ozbim 
minister,  dies 


Woolmarket  Church,  Biloxi, 
exceeded  its  Annie  Armstrong  East¬ 
er  Offering  goal  of  $1,000  for  home 
missiohs  by  receiving  $1,174.50 

.  -  „  . .  .  ...  through  the  month  of  April.  Argile 

A  fellowship  piauc  will  be  held  -r  cr¬ 

on  the  circle  of  Clarke  College 
campus  for  former  faculty/staff  of 
Gaike  College,  Saturday,  May  22, 

1 1  a.m.  Each  family  is  requested 
to  furnish  a  picnic  lunch  to  feed 
their  family  plus  one.  “This  time 
of  festivities  will  provide  the 


Thomas  L.  Ozbirn,  born  on 
Feb.  26,  1942,  died  March  17 
after  a  lengthy  illness.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  March 
19  at  Central  Church,  Golden. 

He  was  ordained  Sept.  4, 
1974.  In  Mississippi,  he  pas¬ 
tured  Calvary  Church,  Belmont, 
and  New  Home  Church,  Fulton. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was 
a  member  of  Central  Church, 
Golden. 

Ozbim  was  a  graduate  of  Blue 
Mountain  College.  Before  enter¬ 
ing  full  time  ministry,  be  was  an 
accountant  in  Alabama. 

He  is  survived  by  bis  wife, 
Rebecca  Ginn  Ozbirn;  three 
daughters,  Alicia  Sparks  of 
Tupelo,  and  Melody  Harris  and 
Michele  Alexander  of  Belmont; 
granddaughter  Anna  Michael 
Harris;  his  mother,  Leema  Mae 
Ozbim  of  Belmont;  sisters.  Opa¬ 
line  Moses  of  Belmont  and 
Mary  Pauline  Garrett  of  Dennis. 


Newhebron  (Lawrence):  Amil 
25-28;  Don  Boone,  Mobile,  Ala., 
evangelist;  Charles  E.  Davis  Sr., 
pastor,  Newhebron,  music;  two 
professions  of  faith;  two  by  letter, 

First,  Corinth:  ^ril  16-18; 
Felix  Snipes,  Atlanta,  (^,  evange¬ 
list;  Dennis  H.  Smith,  pastor,  29 
prof^ons  of  faith. 

Old  Union  (Ushomingo):  April 
18-21;  Joe  Holcomb,  evangeUst; 
Tony  Curtis,  pastor,  six  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith. 


New  church/ 
mission  needs 

Office  furniture  —  desk  and 
desk  chair  and  chairs  for  coun¬ 
seling  area;  6  or  8  ft.  tables;  pew 
Biblu;  and  curtains  for  winnows 
in  sanctuary.  Contact  Richard 
Brogan,  Cooperative  Missions 
Department,  MBCB,  (601)  968- 
3800,  ext.  3%1,  for  more  infor¬ 
mation. 


First  Ctiurdi,  McComb,  held  its  GA  recognition  service  on  April  5.  Pic¬ 
tured,  top  photo,  are  Robin  Adams,  Brittney  Serafin,  Niki  Gatlin,  Elisha 
Skelton,  trin  Alford,  Hope  Wilks,  Elise  Gilbert,  Carly  Smith;  bottom  photo, 
Kristen  Prentiss,  Heather  Farmer,  Aimee  Rodgers,  Michelle  Ott,  Melissa 
Barkdull,  Kylan  Stringer,  Julie  Van,  Miriam  Griffin,  Ashley  Moon,  Maribeth 
Porter,  Sheryl  Hardy,  Dawn  Skelton,  and  Dawn  Devine.  Also  pictured  are 
GA  leaders  Debbie  Rodpers,  Rosie  Adams,  Cindy  Farnham,  Vickie  Pare¬ 
des.  and  Susan  Hardy.  Jimmy  D.  Porter  is  pastor. 


Mississippi  College  to  award  751  degrees 

William  G.  Tanner,  executive  uals  scheduled  to  receive  degrees, 
director-treasurer  of  the  Baptist  There  are  S09  candidates  for  the 
General  Convention  of  Oklahoma  bachelor  degree.  136  for  the  mas- 

■  and  a  former  |||||||■|||■|■■■  ters,  and  106  for 
Mississippi  pas-  ^HPP||^^^Hthe  doctor  of 
tor,  will  be  the  Hr  juris  prude  nee 

featured  ^aker  given  by  the 

for  Mississippi  School  of  Law. 

College  gradua-  Samuel  D. 

tion  ceremonies,  Anderson,  a 

Saturday,  May  native  of  Magee 

2  p.m.  in  ^■^^■^■and  a  1957 
the  A.  E.  Wood  graduate  of  MC, 

Taimer  Colburn.  Anderson  7^  **«®*^® 

The  graduat-  honorary  doctor 

class  of  the  167th  repilar  ses-  of  laws  degree.  He  is  presklent  and 
Sion  will  be  the  largest  in  the  histo-  chief  executive  officer  of  Trancd 
ry  of  the  college,  with  751  individ-  Corporation  of  Santa  Ana,  Calif., 


Mt  Gilead,  Meridian:  May  16; 


dependent  dia-  Gilead,  Meridian:  May  16;  lowship  hall,  noon;  Ron  Mercer, 

betes.  Si^ay  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor-  Meridian,  ^est  speaker,  Jeff  Mer- 

The  honorary  ship,  10:45  a.m.;  covered  dish  in  cer,  Meridi^,  music;  James  Walk- 
doctor  of  divini-  fellowship  hall  at  noon;  singing,-  er,  interim  pastor, 
ty  degree  will  be  1:30  p.m.;  Dennis  Dunn,  Pearl, 

awarded  to  Jerry  evangelist;  I^ta  Stroud,  Conway,  Wayside,  Scobey:  May  16;  Sun- 
Rankin,  Area  Ark.,  guest  singer,  Jim  Smith,  pas-  day  i^bool,  10  a.m.;  worship,  11 
Director  for  tor.  a.m.;  Truman  D.  Scarborough, 

Southern  Asia  pastor.  First,  Coffeeville,  guest 

and  the  Pacific  Sununerwood,  Olive  Branch:  speaker;  dinner  on  the  grounds; 
for  the  Foreign  May  16;  10th  anniversary;  Biblical  1:30  pjn.  praise  service. 

Mission  Board  drama  presented  by  W.  L.  Com- 

rs  in  Sing^ore.  P^.  and  Sat,  7  p.m.;  Simday,  Antioch  (Lawrence):  May  23; 
^^>elo  and  a  1964  BiWe  study,  9  a.m.;  worship,  10  James  Algood,  speaker,  lunch  in 
am.  with  Compere;  lunch  at  noon  fellowship  hall,  noon;  afternoon 

_  followed  by  gospel  singing  from  singing;  John  H.  Hedgepeth,  pas- 

1:30-2:30  p.m.;  Armond  Taylor,  tor. 
i  _  f  ^  pastor. 

Concord,  McCall  Creek 
(Franklin):  May  23;  Sunday 
School,  10  a.m.;  worship,  1 1  a.m.; 
dinner  on  grounds,  noon;  after¬ 
noon  singing  and  cemetery  busi¬ 
ness,  1:15;  no  night  services; 
“Before  &  After,”  McCaU  Creek, 
guest  musicians;  Tony  Mullins, 
pastor,  speaker. 


Bdlevne,  Thaxton:  May  16;  11 
am.;  Carey  Myers,  former  pastor, 
guest  speaker,  Lamar  Pickens,  pas- 


Through  the  work  of  the  Home  Mission  Board  and  gifts  to  the 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for  Home  Missions,  Southern 
Baptists  are  doing  something  right.  One  hundred  percent  of  the 
home  missions  offering  goes  to  support  4,868  missionaries  serving 
Christ  and  sharing  his  love  in  all  50  states,  the  Caribbean,  American 
Samoa  and  Canada,  and  in  more  than  100  languages. 

£9^  We  are  doing  Missionaries  Troy  and  Jamae  Smith  direct  the  SAFE 
IVtwJ  something  right  House,  an  inner  city  ministry  point  where  up  to  13 
in  Portland,  Oregon.  addicts  can  come  to  live  and  find  a  way  out  of 

the  bondage  of  Satan’s  addiction. 

11^^  We  are  doing 
ilJH  something  right 
in  Cambridge, 

Massachussetts. 

jSjSS  We  are  doing 
lUKl  somi 


Causeyville,  Meridian:  May 
16;  Sunday  School.  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.;  covered  dish  in  fel- 


Woolmarket,  Biloxi:  youth 


pastor,  Wheeler  Grove,  Corinth, 
revival.  May  14-16;  Vinton  McMor-  evangelist;  Edward  N.  Kn^  pasUH'. 
ris,  Livingston,  La.,  youth  director, 

evangelist;  services,  7  pm.,  Pri.  ^  West  Corinth,  Corintii:  May  16- 
SaL;^  11  am.  Sunday;  Aigile  Smith,  19;  7  p.m.;  Dennis  Jobnsey,  evange- 
intetim  pa^tH-.  list;  Ronnie  Cottingbam,  music; 

Gary  A.  White,  pastor. 

Calvary,  Greenwood:  May  16- 

19;  dmence  Adkins,  Catawba,  Lan-  Bellevue,  Thaxton:  May  17-21;  7 
caster,  S.C,  evangdist;  Sandy  Land,  pm.;  Lamar  Pickens,  pastor,  preadi- 
Hist,  Itta  Bena,  music;  Sun^y,  1 1  mg. 
am.  and  7  pm.;  Moa-Wed.,  7  pm.; 

Jeff  Hoyd,  pastor.  New  Salem,  Liberty:  May  16-19; 

Sunday,  11  a.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Stan  Nowell,  pastor.  East 
Fork,  Liberty,  evangelist;  Dermis 
Lea.  Terry’s  Creek,  Magnolia, 
music;  DavU  Fortenberry,  pastm-. 


Franklin  Creek,  Pascagoula: 

May  16-21;  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  and  7 
pm.;  Mon.-Pri.,  7  pm.;  BUI  Boze¬ 
man,  Mobile,  evangelist;  Billy 
Ready,  music. 

Leaf  River  (Sntith):  May  16-20; 
Antioch,  Cohnnbus:  May  16-20;  D.W.  Sewell.  Highland  Church, 
Sund^,  11  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.;  Laurel,  evangdist;  services,  7  p.m. 
Mon.-Tbuts.,  7  pm.;  Kata  Blackatd,  nightly. 


Missionary  Ross  Hanna  has  worked  for  22  years 
overseeing  three  Baptist  centers  that  minister  to 
refugees. 


ethin^  right 
along  the  Mencan 
border  in  Arizona. 

We  are  doing 
llXI  something  right 
by  involving  70, OW 
volunteers. 

MWe  are  doing 
something  right 
in  Jnnean,  Alaska. 


Long-term  and  short-term  volunteer  mission 
assignments  saved  the  Home  Mission  Board  more 
than  $95  million  last  year. 


Two  ahunni  wil  be  honored  by  Christian  lecturer  and  dramatist 
the  Mississippi  College  Nationd  firom  Dallas,  Texas,  will  both  be 
Alumni  Association  during  a  awarded  the  Order  of  the  Golden 
meeting  of  the  Fifty-Year  Club  Arrow  Award  as  part  of  the  dinner 
fanned  for  May  14.  Landrum  B.  meeting  set  for  ^m.  in  the  B.  C. 
Shetdes  of  Las  Vegi^  Nev.,  a  pio-  Rogers  Student  Cetuer.  Shettles  is 
neer  in  research  on  in  vitro  fertil-  a  1933  graduate  of  Mississippi 
ization  who  has  spent  a  lifetime  College  and  Davis  received  her 
studying  the  reproductive  system;  undergraduate  degree  from  Nfissis- 
along  with  Joy  Morgan  Davis,  a  sippi  OUlege  in  1952. 

William  Carey  College 
schedules  graduation 

William  Carey  College  Board,  will  be 
expects  approximately  225  stu-  the  featured 
dents  will  receive  baccalaureate  speaker.  ^^Hr 

degrees  and  50  students  will  Graduates 
receive  graduate  degrees  during  and  their  fami- 
its  spring  commencement.  Sat-  lies  are  invited 
urday  May  15  at  3  p.m.  in  the  to  a  picnic  on 
Dumas  L.  Smith  auditorium  in  the  lawn  of  the 
the  Thomas  Fine  Arts  Center.  President ’s 
Earl  Kelly,  executive  direc-  home  follow- 
tor-treasurer  emeritus.  Missis-  ing  rehearsal 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  on  Friday.  KeOy 


The  Glacier  Valley  Baptist  Church  has  starts  a 
church  every  year  for  the  last  seven  years  in  the 
capital  city  that  is  90  percent  undiurched. 


Please  continue  to  support  these  and  other  home  missionaries 
through  your  gifts  to  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering.  If  you 
have  not  given  to  the  offering  this  year,  please  consider  doing  so  now. 

If  you  have  already  given,  please  consider  another  sacrificial  offering. 

Do  Something! 

#  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 
for  Home  Missions 
National  Goal:  $38  million 


This  message  about  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  is  provided  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board,  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  and  the  Brotherhood  Commission. 


Hectic  lives  no  obstable  for  those 
wishing  to" follow  God’s  directio^ 

By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


One  woiks  the  land,  one  is  a  cer¬ 
tified  public  accountant,  and  one  is 
an  optometrist.  They  are  in  their 
late  thirties  or  eaiiy  forties,  whidi 
makes  them  atypical  of  students 
typically  seen  rushing  aax>ss  a  col¬ 
lege  campus,  late  for  class. 

All  share  a  common  love  of  the 
Lord,  however,  that  has  driven 
these  busy,  career-minded  men  to 
seek  the  knowledge  and  under¬ 
standing  they  need  to  better  serve 
him.  They  are  master’s  degree  stu¬ 
dents  at  the  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary  extension  center  at  Mississip¬ 
pi  College  in  Clinton. 

“1  don’t  know  what  the  Lord  will 
have  me  do,  but  1  know  he  is  lead¬ 
ing  me  in  this  direction,”  said  Park 
Neff,  39,  a  cotton,  rice,  atxl  soy¬ 
bean  farmer  from  Areola.  Neff,  a 
member  of  First  Church  in 
Greenville,  begins  his  school  day 
by  leaving  home  at  5:30  a.m.  for 
the  drive  to  Clinton.  He  returns 
home  aroutKl  10  p.m. 

“It’s  especially  tough  during  the 
harvest  in  the  faU,”  he  said. 

Bart  Terry,  44,  the  certified  pub¬ 
lic  accountant,  is  a  deacon  at  High¬ 
land  Church  in  Laurel.  He  drives 
to  New  Orleans  each  week  for  on- 
campus  seminary  classes  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  weekly  sojourn  to  Clin¬ 
ton  for  the  ofr-campus  courses. 

“I’m  open  to  whatever  God 
wants  me  to  do.  I’m  interested  in 
Christian  education  and  church 
administration,”  he  said,  reflecting 
his  accounting  backgrou^. 

Markee  resident  Gharlie  Tillman, 


40,  begins  seeing  optometry 
patients  at  his  Eupora  office  before 
many  people  have  awakened.  The 
First  Church,  Houston,  deacon 
then  makes  the  two-hour  run  to 
Qinton  in  time  for  a  12:15  p.m. 
dass. 

“Since  being  saved  while  in 
optometry  school.  I’ve  been  active 
in  missidns.  This  will  help  me  get 
more  prepared  for  missions  work,” 
he  said,  which  goes  along  with  his 
career  of  meeting  people’s  needs. 

Carl  Hudson,  coordinator  of 
New  Orleans  Seminary  programs 
at  Mississippi  College,  is 
impressed  with  the  uncommopi 
determination  that  keeps  their  busy 
lives  on  track. 

‘There  is  a  deep  sense  of  com¬ 
mitment.  They  are  allowing  the 
Lord  to  work  in  their  lives,”  he 
pointed  out. 

Persons  interested  in  the  off- 
campus  master’s  degree  program 
at  Mississippi  College  can  get 
more  information  by  using  the 
New  Orleans  Seminary  address 
and  telephone  number  in  the 
accompanying  article  at  left. 


Julius  Thompson  (standing),  director  of  the  Church  Administration/Pas¬ 
toral  Ministries  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
makes  a  point  during  his  iecture  to  associate  degree  students  at  Broad¬ 
moor  Church  in  Jackson.  New  Orleans  Seminary  offers  both  associate  and 
master’s  degrees  through  the  seminary’s  extension  center  in  Jackson. 
(Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 

Seminary  repays  debt  by 
bringing  classes  to  Miss. 

By  Debbie  Moore 

Mi.s.sissippi  Baptists  played  a  Schools,  and  the  graduate  degree 
major  role  in  founding  News  program  is  accredited  by  the  a!^o- 
Orleans  Seminary  75  years  ago,  ciation  of  Theological  School  in 
artd  one  of  the  ways  the  seminary  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
has  shown  its  gratitude  has  been  to  Applicants  for  the  associate 
offer  accredit^  classes  in  Jackson  degree  program  must  be  at  least  25 
for  students  unable  to  move  to  the  years  of  age  and  have  a  high  school 
Crescent  City.  diploma  or  equivalerx:y.  Applicants 

Courses  offered  at  a  loOtion  off  for  the  master’s  degree  program 
the  main  campus,  known  as  an  must  be  at  least  20  years  of  age  and 
extension  center,  bring  the  semi-  have  an  accredited  bachelor’s 
nary  closer  to  the  needs  of  students  degree,  itKluding  at  least  30  bouts 
and  churches,  said  PiiUer  B.  Saun-  of  libeM  arts  studies, 
ders,  area  directoc  for  the  seminary.  All  applicants  must  have  Ifeen  a 

“Sometimes  bivocational  pastors  Christian  for  at  least  one  ^ear, 
or  ttiose  who  pastor  full  time  don’t  have  a  recommendation  from  a 
feel  they  can  go  to  school  while  local  church,  and  recejived 
serving  a  chur^.  The  seminary’s  approval  of  the  i^lication  foi)nn. 
extension  center  in  Mississippi  Associate  degree  classes  for  a 
provides  them  an  alternative.  They  16- week  semester  meet  every 
can  attend  seminary  and  continue  Monday  Broadmoor  Chu^  on 
to  serve  their  church  at  the  same  Northside  Drive  in  Jackson.  Qnali- 
tiine,”  he  said.  fied  students  may  enroll  on  the 

Besides  men  and  women  who  first  day  of  class, 
already  serve  as  church  staff  mem-  Master’s  degree  classes  f^r  an 

bers,  students  enrolled  at  the  eight-week  term  meet  every  ^on- 
extension  center  have  included  a  day  in  Provine  Chapel  on  the  iMis- 
barber,  mechanic,  truck  driver,  and  sissippi  College  campus  in  Clin- 
banker.  tdfi.  Registration  must  be  contplet- 

New  Orleans  Seminary  offers  ed  by  August  1. 
quali^  theological  education  at  its  For  more  information,  contact 
Mississippi  extension  centers  on  the  Extension  Center  Office,  New 
both  the  associate  and  master’s  Orleans  Seminary,  3939  Gentilly 
degree  levels.  Both  programs  are  Blvd.,  New  Orleans,  Lousisiana 
fully  accredited  by  the  Southern  70126-4858.  Telephone:  1-800- 
Association  of  Colleges  and  662-8701,  ext.  3323. 

Saunders  suffers  stroke 
while  touring  Holy  Land 

By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Fuller  B.  Saunders.  72,  longfime  reported,  and  the  stroke  apparently 
Mississippi  pastor  aixl  area  ^rec-  did  not  result  in  paralysis  or 
tor  for  New  Orleans  Seminary  speech  complications.  Their  son, 
extension  programs,  returned  to  Brent,  of  Jackson,  left  for  Israel 
his  Jackson  home  May  1 1  after  May  7  to  help  his  father  return  to 
suffering  a  stroke  in  Israel  on  May  Jackson  after  Israeli  doctors 
5  while  leading  a  tour  of  the  Holy  cleared  him  for  travel. 

Land.  “I  have  been  completely  over- 

Saunder’s  wife,  Cannie,  said  that  whelmed  by  the  prayers  and  calls 
it  was  fortunate  the  stroke  occurred  from  our  Christian  friends.  It 
in  the  city  of  Jerusalem  and  not  rheans  everything,”  Cannie  said, 
during  a  tour  of  the  IsraeU  country-  Saunders  served  as  pastor  in  a 

side,  where  medical  assistance  number  of  Mississippi  churches 
would  have  been  farther  away.  during  his  career.  His  final  pas- 
He  was  alert  throughout  his  hos-  torate  before  retiring  was  Mulber- 
pitalization  in  Jerusalem,  she  ^ry  Church  in  Houma,  Louisiana. 


Terry  (standing),  Tillman 
(left),  Neff  (right) 


CHOIRS 


BAPTISTRIES  ^ 
heatehs,  pumps 
FACTORY  DIRECT 
TOLL  PIIEE  NATIOMWroC 
l-SM-afl-M79 
FBEUGLXSS  BAPnSTKY  CO 
3S11  mSON  PKE  •  CHATTANOOGA.  TN  37419] 


Marking 


Handbell  Music’  Send  to: 
Bridgrvt'ay  Press,  P.O.  Box 
21863,  Uule  Bock,  AR. 
72221 


BIG  TOP  GOSPEL  TENTS,  all 
sizes.  Open  Air  Ministries.  (318) 
939-2239. 


PASTOR’S  SECRETARY,  North- 
minster  Baptist  Oiurch.  Comput¬ 
er  skHls  required.  Send  resume  to 
Northminster  Baptist  Church, 
Personnel  Committee,  3955 
Ridgewood  Rd.,  Jackson,  MS 
39211. 


THE  COMMUNITY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  in  Columbus,  Miss.,  is 
presently  looking  tor  a  part  time 
minister  of  music  and  youth.  Any 
individual  who  is  interested 
should  mail  a  resume  to:  Com¬ 
munity  Baptist  Church,  Search 
Committee  Chairman,  2490 
Yorkville  Road  East,  Columbus, 
MS  39702  or  they  may  call  327- 
5306  or  328-21 05. 


CALVARY  CHRISTIAN  SCHOOL, 
Meridian,  Miss.,  is  accepting 
applicants  for  the  position  of 
school  principal.  Interested  par¬ 
ties  should  servi  a  resume  to  Cal¬ 
vary  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
4097,  Meridian,  MS  39304. 


NEW  *  USED  (800)  366-1716 


CHURCH  BUS:  41  passenger—  100%  MEDICAL  SUPPLEMENT 
40,000  miles.  Twin  A.C.  Top  con-  pays  in  hospital,  doctor's  office, 
dition.  Reasonably  priced.  Call  clinic  or  home,  plus  files  claims 
(205)  626-5377.  for  you.  Send  name,  address, 

age,  &  phone  number  to  Senior 
PROFESSIONAL  POSITIONS  in  Citizens  Plans,  P.O.  Box  61 1 , 
Residential  Treatment:  CNkfren’s  Clinton,  MS  39056;  or  call  (601) 
Agency  is  seeking  married  cou-  992-2785. 
pies  to  deliver  professional  resi¬ 
dential  services  to  troubled  youth.  FOR  SALE:  Wurlitzer  organ. 
Applicants  must  be  at  least  21  model,  D42,  three  key  board, 
years  old  and  have  a  bachelor's  Excellent  condition.  $1 ,500.  Bet- 
degree  from  an  accredited  univer-  tye  Reed  Rt.  2,  New  Albany,  MS 
sity.  Comprehensive  training  arxf  38652;  (601)  534-3304. 
support  program  provided.  Excel¬ 
lent  benefits.  Call  (601 )  353-471 5.  BYRAM  AREA  church  needs 

childcare  worker  for  services  and 
*OLD  ORIENTAL  RUGS  wanted.  events.  Call  Janelle  Johnson  at 
Call  1  -800-527-0861 .  (601 )  371  -2954  (leave  message). 


AUTHORS  WANTED 

Laading  subsidy  book  pubishar  aaaks  manu¬ 
scripts  of  al  ly^s:  fiction,  non-iefion,  poatry, 
scholarly,  juvanila  and  raiigioua  works,  ate. 
Naw  aulnors  walcomad.  Saiid  for  Iraa  32-paga 
ikjstratad  booklat  H-101  VarXaga  Prass,  516 
W.  34  St,  Naw  York,  NY  10001 


Steeples  & 
Baptistries 


Uniform 

Encountering  Christ 


Bible  Book 

God’s  intervention  in  distress 


Life  and  Work 

Challenge  to  faithful  service 


By  Chuck  Pourciaa 
John  4:7-15, 20-2< 

f 


We  are  so  fortunate  that  the  Holy  Spirit  led  John  to 
include  this  account  in  his  Gospel.  Herschel  Hobbs 
described  this  encounter  as  the  most  marvelous  account  of 
personal  soul  winning  on  record.  Yet  in  this  conversation 
with  the  Samaritan  woman,  we  learn  much  more  than  just 
how  to  witness. 

Jesus  asked  a  Samaritan  woman  for  a  drink  (w.  7-9). 
The  key  words  in  this  statement  are  Samaritan  woman.  She 
was  shocked  that  a  Jewish  man  would  even  speak  to  her, 
much  less  ask  her  for  a  drink.  If  ever  there  was  an  opportu¬ 
nity  for  prejudice,  it  was  here.  They  were  of  different  race, 
nationahty,  sex,  social  position,  and  religioa  Yet  Jesus 
broke  thr^gh  those  barriers.  Jesus  didn’t  see  barriers.  He 
saw  people  in  need. 

The  church  must  not  reconstruct  barriers  that  have  been 
tom  down  by  the  blood  of  Jesus.  Too  often  we’D  accqH 
anyone  who  is  not  too  different  from  us.  Too  often  we  limit 
our  evangelism  to  those  who  are  just  like  us.  We  need  to 
see  pec^e  the  way  Jesus  sees  thra.  To  do  otherwise  is  to 
sia 

It  is  also  encouraging  to  realize  that  God’s  offer  of  grace 
is  extended  to  all  of  us  regardless  of  race,  gerxler,  past  fail¬ 
ure,  pt^tical  position,  or  anything  else.  G^  dearly  loves 
all. 

Jesus  offered  the  Samaritan  woman  living  water  (w. 
10-15).  Jesus  told  her  that  she  should  be  asking  him  for  the 
water  of  Ufe.  She  wondered  how  be  phumed  to  get  it  since 
he  had  no  bucket  He  told  her  that  the  water  be  offered 
would  quench  her  thirst  forever. 

Jesus  was  not  referring  to  physical  thirst,  but  to  spiritual 
thirst  This  woman’neetM  something  to  give  her  Ufe  mean¬ 
ing  and  fulfillment,  for  she  bad  aliea^  proven  a  fulnre 
with  five  husbands.  Jesus  wanted  to  turn  lifeloog  finkne 
into  permanent  success.  How  long  will  lost  peo^  live 
failed  lives  before  they  realize  the  only  answer  to  their 
deqtest  needs?  The  living  water  fulfills  those  deepest  long¬ 
ings. 

The  Sauuaitan  wonun  changed  the  snbject  (tv.  19- 
22).  After  Jesus  revealed  bis  knowledge  of  personal 

Uf^  she  decided  it  was  time  to  talk  abM  sometfung  else. 
He  got  personal,  so  she  decided  to  get  theological. 

Pro|M  will  often  attempt  to  change  the  auli$BCt  when  you 
focus  on  their  status  as  a  sinner  in  need  of  die  living  water. 
They  may  even  try  to  move  the  (Uacussion  to  some  topic  of 
theological  debate.  But  once  the  Lord  has  opened  a  rm- 
nesamg  doo*  we  most  keep  pressing  forward  to  oonfioct 
the  lost  person  with  the  oppoctrmity  to  trust  the  Load.  Don’t 
let  them  change  the  subject  You  may  never  return  to  the 
aMect  and  may  never  have  another  oppoatraoity  to  witness 
to  that  person. 

Jesus  described  true  worship  (w.  23-24).  The  woman 
thou^  she  could  predict  a  Jewish  man’s  responw  to  her 
question  on  wocsfaqi,  so  she  assumed  she  was  in  safe  tetri- 
toay.  Yet  his  answer  surprised  her,  and  he  b^an  to  diiect 
her  back  to  the  primary  issue.  Ttnie  worship  is  not  defined 
by  a  place  but  by  an  attitude  of  qiirit  and  truth. 

To  worship  in  qririt  is  to  worship  God  and  not  a  church 
or  a  minister.  To  worafam  in  truth  u  to  make  one’s  Ufaityle 
consistent  with  his  woraup  proclamatiorL  True  worshq>  is 
not  defined  by  the  way  one  conducts  hianaelf  in  the  worship 
service.  True  worship  is  defined  by  how  he  conducts  Um- 
sdf  after  he  leaves  tbe  worship  service. 

Jesus  revealed  himself  as  the  Messiah  (w.  25-24).  The 
Samaritan  woman  made  one  last  attempt  to  change  tte  sub¬ 
ject  when  she  said  that  she  would  wait  for  the  Messiah  to 
dear  all  this  up  for  her.  Jesus  ended  her  arguments  pernu- 
neruly  when  be  revealed  that  he  was  the  Messiah 

There  is  no  going  beyond  Jesus  and  no  higher  authority, 
for  there  is  no  fuller  revelatioo  of  God.  Man’s  future  will 
depend  on  what  he  does  with  Jesus  and  not  on  anything 
elm.  What  win  you  do  with  Jesus? 

We  know  what  the  Samaritan  woman  did  with  Jesus, 
because  she  became  a  shrewd  witness  (v.  29).  This  social 
outcast  became  a  powerful  witness,  beouae  many  of  that 
town  trusted  Christ  ‘liecause  of  the  woman’s  testimony” 

(v.  39).  It  is  amazing  what  can  happen  in  a  person’s  Bfe 
after  ^  encouruers  the  Messiah 

Pourdau  is  pastor,  First  Church,  LouiivBe.  ' 


By  Guy  A.  Hughes 
Isaiah  33, 37 


By  Laura  RusseU 
Acts  5:17-21a,  29-33,  40-42 


A  fisherman  who  was  out  of  fellowship  with  the  Lord 
was  at  sea  with  his  godless  companions  when  a  storm  came 
up  which  threatened  to  sink  their  ship.  His  friends  begged 
him  to  pray;  but  he  dissented,  saying,  “It’s  been  a  long  time 
since  I  Ve  done  that  or  even  entered  a  church.”  At  their 
insistence,  however,  he  finally  cried  out,  “O  Lord,  I  haven’t 
asked  anything  of  you  for  IS  years,  and  if  you  help  us  now 
and  bring  us  safely  to  land,  I  promise  I  won’t  botlKr  you 
again  fcM-  another  IS!” 

God  desires  to  have  an  intimate  relationship  with  us.  Too 
often  we  are  like  a  rebellious  teenager  who  wants  his  par¬ 
ents  to  bail  him  out  of  trouble  and  then  tells  them  to  get 
lost  God’s  intervention  in  Judah’s  distress  teaches  that  God 
is  determined  to  assist  his  people  in  their  difficulties.  It 
demonstrates  to  us  Us  willmgness  to  forgive  and  restore  the 
once  broken  relationsUp.  VfiU  we  reqxmd? 

A  prayer  for  God  to  deliver  (33:2).  When  the  people  of 
Judah  finally  realized  the  seriousness  of  their  conation 
they  pled  fm  God’s  assistance.  The  use  of  “gracious”  in 
this  verse  implies  a  recognition  that  any  love  God  would 
choose  to  extend  to  them  was  unmerited.  Their  complete 
humiliation  at  the  hands  of  their  oppressors  produced  a 
godly  sorrow  which  led  to  repentance.  The  lesson  was 
finally  learned.  We  carmot  rely  on  our  own  strength.  We 
must  trust  in  God. 

The  divine  King  in  a  blissftil  Jerusalem  (33:17-22).  For 
years  the  people  had  been  subjected  to  terror,  tax  collectors, 
and  foreign  invaders.  They  could  no  longer  remember  what 
a  peaceful  environment  was  like.  Isaiah  desenbes  it: 

Judah’s  King  would  be  restored  in  all  of  Us  glory.  They 
would  not  o^  see  the  King  restored  but  the  kingdom, 
shriveled  by  tte  mvaders,  would  be  stretched  in  aU  direc¬ 
tions.  There  would  be  no  more  enemies  in  the  land.  War- 
fine  would  be  rqiUced  with  festivals.  The  reason  ftv  such 
Miss  was  because  God  himself  was  present  again  with  Us 
peo|^,  and  they  with  Um.  Their  rehuionsliq)  was  restored. 
Theprodinl  people  had  returned  and  the  loving  Father 
received  them. 


Ged’s  aaswrateoe  af  hfe  iUrvfidion  (37:4-7).  Messen- 
gen  from  Kirm  Heaekiah  came  to  seek  Isaiah’s  pnqrers  for 
God’s  (^:l-5).  He  afaeady  bad  a  response  for  them. 
They  were  not  to  be  afimd.  God  would  not  tolerale  the  ano- 
ganoe  of  the  Aapyrians  rmefa  loqger.  Now  the  people  of 
mdah  had  Itiarited  their  lesson,  God  would  vindicate  them. 


God  reveals  a  rumor  win  be  heanl  by  the  Assyrian  king, 
Sennacherib,  which  would  strike  terror  in  Us  heart  The 
runror  was  probably  the  report  that  the  Egyptians  were 
cominf  wim  an  aony  to  aid  Judah  (37:9).  In  fear,  Sen- 
nachenb  fled  to  ffineveh. 

Gad’s  measage  ranrnwii^  ,9rimarhrrti  (37:21-23). 
The  rumor  of  the  approaching  Egyptian  army  caused  tte 
arrogant  Assyrian  kmg  to  write  Hezekiah  a  hostile  letter 
demanding  Jerusillem  surrender  immediatdy.  Hezeki- 
ah,  this  time,  sought  God’s  (37:14-20).  Isaiah  was  sent 
by  God  to  answer  Us  reonesL  God’s  response  consiated  of 
two  parts:  a  warning  to  ttte  Assyruns  and  a  utessage  of 
reassurance  to  the  Judeans.  The  blaqihemy  of  the  Assyrian 
king  would  no  longer  be  tolerated  by  God. 

CM  will  sometimes  use  the  arrogant  to  punisfa  Us  peofde 
for  sitL  Yet,  the  arrogant  should  not  take  pleasore  in  tUs. 
Their  doom  is  certain  and  eternaL  Whereas,  the  diatmdine 
of  the  righteous  is  niercifol  and  temporary.  J.R  McConfcey 
once  aalM  a  friend  who  was  a  physician,  “What  is  the  sig¬ 
nificance  of  Cjod’s  touching  Ja^  upon  the  sinew  of  Us 

tUghr 

The  doctor  replied,  “That  is  the  strongest  tissue  in  the 
human  body.  A  horse  could  scarcely  tear  it  qiart.” 

'  “Ah,  I  see,”  said  McConkey,  “the  Lord  most  break  os 
down  at  the  strongest  part  of  our  self-life  before  be  can 
fu&y  Mess  us.” 

Ivor  PoweQ  has  observed,  “Permanent  injury  enforced  a 
premature  retirement  from  the  ring  of  carnal  aggiessioo 
upon  Jacob;  yet  be  earned  more  by  this  solitary  defeat  than 
he  woo  through  a  liretime  of  conouests.” 

Hughes  b  pastor,  Friendship  Church,  Grenada. 


Around  the  worid,  the  gospel  has  most  often  taken  root  in 
places  prepared  by  the  blood  of  martyrs.  But  before  a  per¬ 
son  can  give  his  life  for  the  gospel,  he  must  first  live  his  life 
for  the  gospel.  One  way  God  trains  his  servants  is  to  put 
them  in  places  of  service.  Their  desire  to  serve  Christ  is 
translate  into  the  reality  of  faithful  service  to  others. 

Opposition  to  faithful  service  (vv.  17-18).  The  religious 
leatters  were  jealous  —  the  apostles  were  commanding 
more  respect  than  these  religious  leaders  had  ever  received. 
The  difference  was  the  religious  leaders  demanded  respect 
for  themselves,  and  the  apostles’  goal  was  to  bring  rever¬ 
ence  and  respect  to  God.  The  jostles  had  power  to  do  mir¬ 
acles,  great  boldness  in  preaching,  and  God’s  presence  in 
their  lives;  yet  they  were  not  free  frtMn  hatred  and  persecu¬ 
tion.  They  were  arrested,  put  in  jail,  beaten,  and  slandered. 
Faith  in  God  does  not  mate  trouUes  disappear,  it  makes 
troubles  tqipear  less  fearsome.  We  cannot  expect  everyone 
to  react  favorably  when  we  share  our  faith  in  Christ.  Some 
will  be  jealous,  Mghtened,  or  threatened.  However,  we 
must  be  more  conceined  with  serving  God  than  the  reac¬ 
tions  of  other  pet^le. 

The  can  to  faithful  service  (w.  19-20).  The  apostles 
were  released  by  an  “angel  of  the  Lord”  during^  night 
and  were  encouraged  to  continue  witnessing  to  the  people 
about  the  way  of  Ufe  and  salvatioa  The  imprisonment  did 
not  shake  the  courage  of  the  apostles.  The  next  morning, 
they  took  up  their  regular  positions  at  the  temple  and  began 
teaching.  These  apostles  bad  a  clear  idea  of  their  duty  and 
function.  They  kriew  they  were  witnesses  for  Christ  A  wit¬ 
ness  is  a  man  who  speaks  from  first-hand  knowledge,  a 
man  who  knows  from  personal  experience  that  what  be 
sa^  is  true.  It  is  impo^ble  to  stop  a  man  Uke  that  because 
it  b  impossible  to  stop  the  truth. 

The  expression  of  faithfiri  service  (v.  21a).  The  temple 
at  drqrbreiJc  was  a  busy  Many  peofde  stopped  at  the 
tempie  to  pray  and  woidiq>  at  sunrise.  Tte  apo^es  were 
aliei^  thm,  ready  to  tell  them  the  good  news.  This  was 
nothing  less  than  God’s  power  woikiog  through  the  apos¬ 
tles.  When  we  are  convinoed  of  the  truth  of  Christ ’s'resur- 
rection  and  have  expeiieiiced  the  presence  and  power  of  the 
Hrdy  Spirit,  we  can  have  the  coondeace  to  spcK  out  for 
QubL 

The  reason  tor  fiullilU  otrrice  (w.  29-32).  The  high 
priest  told  the  apostles  to  refiain  fi^  preaching  in  the 
name  of  Jesus.  But  in  their  defense,  Peter  and  die  other 
roosdes  said  that  they  “most  obey  GM  rather  than  mea” 
liiey  afEhmed  that  Jesus,  whom  the  Saddocees  had  tried  to 
mate  a  corae  in  the  eyes  of  God  (DeuL  21:23),  had  been 
exalted  to  the  right  hM  of  God.  Instead  of  vengeance, 
there  was  foryveness  for  those  who  would  rqient  and 
believe  in  CtatisL 

The  apostolic  princqile  still  holds.  We  must  obey  God 
rather  than  meiL  Many  thingn  struggle  for  our  supreme  aile- 

g'ance.  All  sorts  of  pressures  may  be  used  to  mate  us  con- 
fm,  but;ye  should  never  compromise  our  convictions. 
Service  to  God  should  be  our  main  priority. 

Cantinutd  faitlifhl  service  (w.  33, 4(1-42).  Peter  and 
John  were  warned  repeatedly  not  to  preach,  but  they  contin¬ 
ued  in  spite  of  the  threats.  Ttey  rejoiced  because  of  the 
honor  connected  with  suffering  for  Christ.  We,  too,  should 
live  as  CTirist  has  asked,  faithfully  serving  amid  suffering 
and  peisecutioiL  To  wbru  extent  are  you  willing  to  go  on 
faithfully  serving  Jesus  CTirist? 

The  work  of  the  church  requires  every  member’s  effort  in 
order  for  the  body  of  Christ  to  function  effectively.  The 
body  needs  you!  Are  you  doing  your  part?  Find  a  place  to 
serve  (3od  and  start  contributing  whatever  time,  talent,  and 
money  is  needed.  Then,  at  the  end  of  our  journey,  we  will 
have  love  and  a  welcome  waiting.  Chuck  Swiixloll  writes, 
“It  is  the  ‘weD  done,  good  and  faithful  servant’  we  will 
bear.  He  is  waiting  to  welcome  us.  To  those  who  serve, 
Jesus  promises  a  reward.  And  you  can  be  sure  he  will  keep 
his  promise!” 

Russel  is  a  member  of  First  dinrch,  Brandon. 


RRE  GUTS  PART  OF  PHILIPPINE  BAPTIST  SEMINARY  IN 
DAVAO:  DAVAO  CITY,  Philippines  (BP)  —  A  fire  ^tted  several 
buildings  at  the  Philippines  Baptist  Theolo^cid  Seminary  in  Davao  City, 
Philippines,  and  narrowly  missed  destroying  the  school’s  libra^  and 
dormitories.  The  fire  destroyed  the  classroom  building,  the  administra¬ 
tion  office,  faculty  offices,  a  confercrjce  room,  and  a  storage  space.  The 
dormitories  are  connected  to  this  area  by  covered  walkways  and  would 
have  burned  if  fire  officials  had  not  contained  the  blaze,  according  to 
Tony  Latham,  Southern  Baptist  missionary  from  Jackson,  Tenn.,  who 
teaches  at  the  seminary.  The  school’s  newly  elected  president,  Edgar 
Aungon,  and  another  faculty  member  lost  their  personal  libraries  and 
classroom  aixl  sermon  notes.  Latham  aixl  his  wife,  Kathy,  who  sdso 
teaches  at  the  seminary,  lost  about  8S%  of  their  profession  libraries. 
Mrs.  Latham  is  from  Kosciusko,  Miss..  Two  other  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  teach  at  the  seminary:  Mike  Andress,  from  Childress  and 
Monahans,  Texas,  and  Mike  Anderson,  finm  Coushatta,  La.  The  senu- 
nary,  begun  as  a  Bible  school  almost  40  years  ago  by  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries,  was  formerly  known  as  the  Philippine  Biq)tist  Theological 
Seminary-Davao.  About  800  students  are  enrolled  in  the  seminary’s 
extension  program;  about  90  students  are  enrolled  in  the  campus  pro¬ 
gram. 

AMERICA  IS  LARGEST  MISSION  FIELD  IN  THE  WESTERN 
WORLD:  MINNEAPOLIS,  Minn.  (EP)  — George  Hunter,  author  of  How 
to  Reach  Secular  People,  says  America  has  become  the  largest  mission 
field  in  the  western  hemisphere.  Hunter  predicts  by  the  year  2000,  37% 
of  the  population  will  have  no  church  background.  Hunter  also  states 
that  Uganda  has  a  higher  percentage  of  professing  Christians  than  the 
U.S. 

MERCER  TO  CONSIDER  DIVINITY  SCHOOL:  MACON,  Ga. 
(ABP)  —  Mercer  University  inay  start  its  own  divinity  school  if  a  study 
now  underway  proves  the  project  feasible.  Mercer  trustees  agreed  April 
15  to  conduct  the  study  at  the  ^uest  of  Baptist  pastors  in  Georgia.  Mer¬ 
cer  President  Kirby  Godsey  will  appoint  a  committee  which  will  bring  a 
report  to  the  trustees’  next  meeting  in  December.  The  school  joins  sever¬ 
al  other  Baptist  colleges  that  either  have  started  divinity  schools  or  are 
considering  such  a  move.  The  request  for  a  divinity  school  came  from  a  , 
group  of  Georgia  pastors,  represented  by  Ches  Smith,  pastor  of  First 
Church  of  Tifton.'  “This  is  not  something  Mercer  has  pushed  for,’’  said 
Larry  Brumley,  director  of  communications  for  Mercer.  “We  need  to 
underscore  the  university  is  not  going  into  this  study  with  the  precon¬ 
ceived  notion  that  we  will  or  won’t  start  a  divinity  school,’’  he  added. 
“Mercer  is  not  going  to  start  another  school  unless  the  money  is  there.’’ 

FMB  STILL  NEEDS  INDIA  VOLS  DESPITE  HINDU-MUSUM 
STRIFE:  RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Churches  in  India  want  400  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  volunteers  to  help  them  mark  the  bicentennial  of  pioneer 
missionary  William  Carey's  arrival  in  India  with  evangelistic  crusades 
in  November.  But  so  far  only  about  100  volunteers  have  indicated  seri¬ 
ous  interest  in  participating.  Reports  of  Hindu-vs.-Muslim  religious  vio¬ 
lence  in  India  may  be  frightening  others.  “Recent  internal  events  have 
stopped  our  enlistment,"  reported  Bill  Peacock  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board’s  volunteer  office.  “I  can’t  blame  volunteers  for  not  wanting  to  go 
if  they  read  and  see  the  news,  but  where  we’re  going  the  people  are  open 
to  the  gospel."  The  partnership  mission  effort,  part  of  “Cross  Over 
India,"  will  begin  with  simultaneous  evangelistic  crusades  in  120 
churches  Nov.  5-9  and  end  with  Nov.  13-14  celebrations  in  Calcutta, 
where  Carey  first  preached  in  1800. 

LUTHERANS  SCRAP  DEACON  ORDINATIONS:  CHICAGO, 
Ill.  (EP)  —  Plans  to  ordain  deacons  in  the  Lutheran  church  were 
scrapped  in  late  March  after  leaders  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  (Thurch 
in  America  (ELCA)  received  hundreds  of  calls  and  letters  from  ctmrch 
members  who  opposed  the  proposal.  Roman  Catholics  and  Episco¬ 
palians  ordain  deacons.  Lutherans  have  traditionally  resisted  attempts  to 
create  additional  layers  of  church  hierarchy. 

SOUTHERN  BAPTISTS  RETURN  TO  SATURDAY  EVENING 
POST’S  PAGES:  NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Southern  Baptists  are  featured 
in  a  four-page  article  in  The  Saturday  Evening  Post’s  May-June  issue: 
"Southern  Baptists:  Beyond  the  Stained-Glass  Windows."  A  similar  arti¬ 
cle  on  Southern  Baptists  appeared  in  the  April  1983  issue ^of  the  maga¬ 
zine.  The  new  article  highlights  Southern  Baptist  disaster  relief  efforts 
after  Hurricane  Andrew  in  Florida;  Baptist  beginnings;  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention’s  100-language  ethnic  diversity;  and  the  mix  of  some 
50  megachurches,  such  as  Houston’s  Second  Church,  in  a  convention 
with  a  “backbone"  of  smaller  churches  averaging  286  resident  mem¬ 
bers.  The  article  also  deals  with  Baptist  local  church  and  national  gov¬ 
ernance  and  the  conservative  theological  dir- .  tion  of  the  SBC  after  “a 
decade-long  struggle...  between  conservative  and  moderate  forces."  The 
Saturday  Evening  Post  commissioned  James  C.  H^ey,  writer-in-resi¬ 
dence  at  Hannibal-LaGrange  College,  Missouri,  to  do  the  article, 
according  to  Mark  Coppenger,  SBC  Executive  Committee  vice  president 
for  convention  relation.^.  The  1983  article  was  written  by  Wilmer  C. 
Fields,  then  Executive  Committee  vice  president  for  public  relations. 


Former  Vietnam  missionaries 
revisit  church  they  nurtured 


Indian  state  experiencing  continued 
revival  despite  religious  strife 


NAGALAND,  India  (EP)  —  report  how  the  Nagaland  Baptist  seven  states,  includmg  Nagaland, 
Fires  of  revival  were  reported  Church  Council  influences  elec-  separated  from  the  main  body  of 
some  10  years  ago  among  the  tion  campaigns,  and  the  state  radio  the  nation  by  Bangladesh.  CSeo- 
Naga  people  in  Nagaland,  a  state  broadcasts  gospel  music  and  read-  graf^ically  and  politically,  it  is  a 
in  northeastern  India.  Now,  more  ing  of  Scripture  passages.  Naga-  sensitive  regiot^  wth  specif  gov- 
than  a  decade  later,  not  only  is  land’s  chief  minister  (governor)  is  emment  permission  required  to 
85%  of  the  Naga  population  Chris-  a  Christian  and  “participates  in  travel  there.  The  region  borders 
tian,  but  Naga  church  leaders  church  activities,  pves  money  to  with  Bhutan,  Tibet,  C^hina,  Burma, 
report  continued  growth  and  the  church,  and  occasionally  and  Bangladesh.  According  to  a 
enthusiasm  among  Christians.  preaches  in  churches  on  week-  World  Evangelical  Fellowship 

“I  have  bad  the  joy  of  teaching  ends.’’  report,  Naga  Christians  support 

the  Bible  to  overflowing  churches  Wati  repotted  that  more  than  missionaries  in  at  least  four  for- 
at  5  a.m.  every  morning  for  two  1,000  young  people  from  Naga-  eign  countries  and  several  in  ottier 
weeks  at  a  stretch,’’  said  Imluneien  land  are  currently  studying  in  sem-  In^an  states. 

Ben  Wati,  a  Naga  and  former  inaries  and  Bible  colleges.  The 
director  of  the  Evangelical  Fellow-  Nagaland  government  provides 

ship  of  India.  scholarships  even  to  theological  I  I 

“Quistianity  impacts  all  levels  students.  Wati  says  the  impact  of  I  I 
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Haw  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
James  version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The 
same  letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error. 
Attsxver  will  appear  in  this  space  next  vMc. 


